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During the 1880’s, the
city population of
St. Charles was in excess of
1,500 with many residents
surpassing age 70. Accord-
ing to the 1885 City Direc-
tory, the oldest resident in
town was Mrs. W.R.
Sunderland, born on
November 15, 1794 in
Lanesbhoro, Massachusetts.
By the 1890’s, the popula-
tion total topped out at
2,600.

The city was proud of the
fact that it was debt-free for
the better part of the twenty
year period. St. Charles was
also home to a wide variety
of business, industry and
organizations. St. Charles
had six churches in the
1880s. There were also two
schools, East Side Public
School and West Side Public
School. Additionally,
1880’s St. Charles had three
hotels, two public parks,
three custom and flouring
mills, an iron foundry, a file
factory, a paper mill, a
windmill factory, a bank,
various mechanic shops, five
attorneys, four surgeons and
physicians, and a variety of
societies and secret orders,
such as the Unity Lodge
Number 48 (Masonic Order)
and St. Charles Lodge Num-
ber 14 (Odd Fellows).

St. Charles during the
1880’s was extremely suc-
cessful in its dairy industry,
highlighted by its two
creameries. The Co-
operative Creamery, the
more notable of the two,
churned up to 50,000
pounds of milk per day.
According to the 1885 City
Directory, this creamery was

“....the largest and most
complete” in the country.
Mill products, paper, and
general merchandise also
did well.

In 1880, John Fabian
Colson opened a dry-goods
store. Years later, Colson’s
became a retail leader in
St. Charles, selling hats,
bustles and double-knit and
permanent press shirts.
That same year, the
National Milk Sugar
Company was founded.
Over 2,000 pounds of
manufactured sugar from
whey was produced daily.
In May 1881, S.W. Durant
established The Valley
Chronicle, a weekly news-
paper, with six columns.
The paper would later be
renamed The St. Charles
Chronicle. In 1887, Silas
W. Pike began a small-cut
flower operation that grew
into a seed, bulb, and plant
mail order department. The
St. Charles Public Library
was incorporated in 1888,
though their building on
East Main and Fifth Avenue
would not be built until
1907. Over the next dec-
ade, still more businesses
came. Crown Electric
Manufacturing Company
was established in 1891 and
specialized in the produc-
tion of brass brackets and
chandeliers. Moline
Malleable Iron Company
relocated to St. Charles in
1893 after a fire destroyed
their factory in the Quad
Cities. St. Charles
Condensing Company was
established in 1891, and
like the Co-operative
Creamery a decade earlier,
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consumed over 50,000
pounds of milk in the pro-
duction of unsweetened
evaporated cream.

St. Charles grew in other
areas, as well. For the better
part of the 1880°s and
1890’s, St. Charles was a
major post for the Chicago
Great Western Railroad. A
branch of the Chicago and
Northwest Railroad
connected St. Charles with
the main line in Geneva. By
1896, St. Charles was con-
nected to Elgin, Geneva, and
even Aurora, via an electric
trolley. Still, St. Charles
hoped to secure an even
greater rail line, thus estab-
lishing it as a premier city in
the state.

Politics in St. Charles
was unique and noticeably
different than today. F.B.
Hunt, H.T. Rockwell, C.H.
Haines, and Arthur A. Ben-
nett all enjoyed tenures as
St. Charles mayor. Unlike
today, though, St. Charles
was divided into only three
wards, each with two alder-
men. During the 1880’s, the
second of the two aldermen
in the second ward was
Edward Baker, father of
Colonel Edward J. Baker,
who would have a signifi-
cant impact on St. Charles
during the first half of the
twentieth century.

Education continued to
be of significant importance
to the city. While only two
schools existed in St.
Charles during the 1880’s,
that number rose to four
during the 1890’s. A high
school was established in the
city in 1898 at a cost of
around $35,000.
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What Is Your
Special Year?

The City of St. Charles is
celebrating its 175th
Anniversary in 2009 with a
variety of special programs.
The St. Charles Heritage

Center & Museum announces

its own take on this

momentous event with a “175

years for $175 sale”.

Purchase a memorable year
for just $175 from 1834, the

founding of St. Charles, to the

anniversary year of 2009.
Purchase multiple years, and

discounts apply. The Center’s

staff will research your year

and provide the buyer with a

certificate of notable events
commemorating the year.

Families may want to

purchase the year they moved

to St. Charles or children's

birth years. Organizations can
mark the anniversary of their
founding. See attached sheet

for more information.
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St. Charles History Rocks Framed Print Raffle

The St. Charles Heritage Center
is selling raffle tickets for a chance
to win a framed print titled
St. Charles History Rocks featuring
historic images from the St. Charles
History Museum photograph
collection. Some of the photos
include the Hotel Baker and Arcada
Theatre, Blue Goose Grocery Store,
Delnor Hospital and scenes of
historic St. Charles. The framed
print is currently on display at the
St. Charles History Museum and
can be viewed during open hours.

The print was designed by local
artist Mike Cain, to honor the 175"
Anniversary of the City of

St. Charles. Tickets sell for $2.00
each or 3 tickets for $5.00 and can
be purchased at the St. Charles
History Museum at 215 East Main
Street in downtown St. Charles.
The drawing will be held on
December 18th and the lucky
winner will be notified by
telephone.

For anyone wanting to
purchase a copy of this print
they are available in a variety
of sizes framed or unframed
in the St. Charles History
Museum gift shop. Also
available are photographs of

New Donations to the History Museum

Thank you to everyone who has
recently donated items for display
at the St. Charles History Museum.
Included in these new donations are
several St. Charles postcards given
by Mike and Mary Menzel featur-
ing the St. Charles High School,
The River Road and West Main
Street in downtown St. Charles.
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James Gricunas donated his
father, John’s, 1926 St. Charles
High School diploma. John was a
member of the first class to gradu-
ate from the St. Charles Commu-
nity High school which was dedi-
cated in 1926. This building is
now known as Thompson Middle
School.

Neil Olson gave several photo-
finishing envelopes used at Helmer
Drugs and Bagge Drugs.

Keith Anderson donated a
black and white photo of a group
bowling in the basement of the
Baker Community Center. When
the Community Center was origi-
nally built it featured a swimming
pool which was filled in and
converted to a bowling alley.

Thanks also to Elizabeth and
Carl Safanda, Juanita Peterson,
Pete Boulay, Carol Holmes,
Archie Bentz and the Geneva
History Center.

St. Charles scenes taken by Mike
Cain featuring the Hotel Baker,
Main Street Bridge and Municipal
Building.

St. Charles History Rocks print

Looking to make a tax
deductible donation?
Remember the St. Charles Heritage

Center! Donations to the Heritage
Center are completely tax deducti-
ble and help us to provide our many

educational programs for adults and
children. These programs include:

-Book Club

-JHS Programs

-Thursday Evening Lecture
-Grave Reminders

-And much more!

St. Charles Heritage Center Book Club

The Heritage Center Book Club
will be meeting to discuss the
final book of the year on Tuesday
November 3rd at 7:00 pm in the
Carnegie Room at the St. Charles
Public Library. The book we will
be reading and discussing is The
Outfit, by Gus Russo.

The book offers an impressive
in-depth history of Chicago's elu-
sive crime syndicate. Unlike their

trigger-happy East Coast counter-
parts, Chicago's gangsters stressed
businesslike discretion following
the chaotic Capone era, and they
had a wide-ranging impact on
American culture, entertainment
and politics that has never been
fully documented.

For more information on the
book club please contact Natalie at
the Heritage Center, 630-584-6967.
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Congratulations to St. Charles Heritage
Center Educator Natalie GaceK!

Natalie was recently honored with a Golden Anniversary Alumni Award
from Northern Illinois University’s College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences. This year marks the 50" Anniversary for the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences at NIU. As part of their year-long
celebration, the College chose 50 Alumni to honor from over 70,000
graduates.

The award honors individuals who have distinguished themselves either
in professional fields or through involvement in civic, cultural or
charitable service. Recipients of the college’s Golden Anniversary
Alumni Award were honored during gala dinner on the NIU campus on
September 25.

“The Golden Anniversary Alumni Award winners span the five decades
of the college, and their accomplishments are a testament to the
opportunities that an NIU liberal arts education can provide,” said
Christopher McCord, dean of the NIU College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences.

“These alumni have built on their NIU education to create lives and
careers that have contributed to the worlds of education, science,
scholarship, business, law, medicine, philanthropy, community leader-
ship and government service,” he added. “I salute their individual
accomplishments, and the contributions of the college faculty and staff,
both past and present, who helped them realize their full potential.”

Natalie graduated with two Bachelor of Science degrees from NIU in
2002 and has worked as the Educator at the Heritage Center since
October of 2002. Congratulations Natalie and keep up the good work!

Thursday Evening Lecture

The next Thursday Evening Lecture
of 2009 will take place on November
12th at 7:00 p.m. in the Carnegie
Room of the St. Charles Public Library.
St. Charles resident, Kevin Gaffney,
will be speaking about his new book
and his research on Veterans from
St. Charles.

2009 Christmas Ornament
now available!

The 19th Annual Edition of the
“Christmas in St. Charles” collectors’
ornaments are now available at the
St. Charles History Museum Gift Shop.
This year the 3” glass ornament
features an image of Lincoln School.
The ornaments are cranberry colored
with white lettering and cost $10 each.
Ornaments from previous years (1992 —
2008) can also be purchased for $15
each or in a complete set for $135.

Did you know?

According to Pickle Packers Interna-
tional (headquartered in St. Charles for
over 40 years), Americans eat over 29
billion pickles each year. If all of the

pickles eaten were placed end to end

they would reach the moon and back
8.25 times!

Grave Remih'o'ers Cemeferg Wa]k

Take a walk through time with the
St. Charles Heritage Center’s 19th
Annual Grave Reminders Cemetery Walk
on Saturday, October 10th.

Join us at the North Cemetery located
on Rt. 25 next to the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church and learn about some of the inter-
esting characters from St. Charles’ past as
you visit their final resting places.

Docents will guide you from grave to
grave as you listen to the life stories of
well-known St. Charles residents

including: Lina Paschal, owner and editor
of the St. Charles Chronicle, Dean
Ferson, early setter and prominent
businessman, and Caroline Howard, a
noted spiritualist and psychic.

Tours will be given on a continuous
loop from 1-3pm. Tickets are $3 for
adults and $1 for students, children under
5 and members of the Heritage Center are
free.

This year the Grave Reminders
program is being dedicated to long-
time St. Charles resident and Grave
Reminders participant, Yvonne Almo.
Yvonne passed away earlier this year
and will be greatly missed by all who
knew her. Yvonne'’s touching
portrayal of her grandmother Ida
Luckett was a favorite for Grave

Reminders visitors year after year.







