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Do you have some 
time on your hands 

and aren’t sure what 
to do?  How about 
volunteering for the 

Heritage Center 
Fundraising Commit-
tee and help us plan 
our 2nd Annual St. 
Charles Heritage 

Ball? The Committee 
meets every   

Wednesday at 4pm  
at the St. Charles 
History Museum - 

Please join us!   

The Charlemagne  
215 East Main Street - St. Charles, Illinois 60174 - (630) 584-6967 

      

BUSINESS NAME 

Plans for the 2nd Annual St. 
Charles Heritage Ball are continu-
ing on schedule according to 
Fundraising Committee Chairman 
Brian Henry.   “The committee is 
working hard and everything is 
falling into 
place,” said 
Henry.  “The 
first Heritage 
Ball was a 
tremendous 
success and 
this year’s 
event prom-
ises to be  an-
other wonder-
ful evening.” 
 

The Heritage 
Ball will be 
held on Sat-
urday, April 14th,  at the Royal 
Fox Country Club in St. Charles.   
The night’s festivities will include 
a four hour open bar, dinner, live 

and silent auctions, dancing to 
music provided by DJ Steve Ro-
galla from All Pro Music, and the 
drawing for the winning 50/50 raf-
fle ticket.  Last year’s raffle win-
ner won over five thousand dol-

lars.  The 
‘thermometer’ 
showing the up-
dated winner’s 
portion is now on 
display in front 
of the museum 
on E. Main 
Street. 
 

This year the St. 
Charles Chamber 
of Commerce will 
be celebrated at 
the Heritage 

Ball.  2012 marks the 90th anniver-
sary of the Chamber of Commerce.   
 

Reservations are now being taken.  
Advertising space in the com-
memorative program is also avail-
able.  For more information about 
the Heritage Ball, stop by the mu-
seum or call 630-584-6967. 

2012 Heritage Ball Nears 

Royal Fox Country Club in St. Charles 
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100 years ago Karl Asplund 
started the first Boy Scout troop 
in St. Charles. 

The Boy Scouts of America or-
ganization was first established 
two years prior, in 1910, as part 
of a world wide scouting move-
ment. The stated goal of the 
Boy Scouts was “to teach [boys] 
patriotism, courage, self-
reliance, and kindred values”. 

Karl Asplund displayed these 
characteristics and was an ex-
cellent example to the many 
Scouts with whom he worked 
over the next 37 years. 

Asplund first arrived in St. 
Charles in 1896 but left a short 
time later to fight in the Spanish 
American War. Upon returning to St. 
Charles, he took a job as a carpen-
ter at the Moline Malleable Iron 
Works Foundry.  

Asplund was involved in the commu-
nity and especially interested in the 
youth of St. Charles. In 1912, with a 
sponsorship from the American Le-
gion Post #342, he formed Boy 
Scout Troop #1. The Troop is still 

active today and sponsored by the 
American Legion. Asplund served as 
Scoutmaster for Troop #1 for 14 
years and as Scout Counselor and 
Commissioner for another 23 until 
his death in 1949. 

At the time of his death at age 87 
Asplund was known throughout the 
Scouting community as the world’s 
oldest Scout. Over the years he 

received many 
Scouting awards, 
including the Silver 
Beaver Award in 
1932. According to 
the BSA the Silver 
Beaver Award is a 
distinguished service 
award given to adult 
leaders who imple-
ment the Scouting 
program and perform 
community service 
through hard work, 
self sacrifice, dedica-
tion, and many years 
of service. 

In honor of the 
125th Anniversary of 
Karl Asplund’s birth, 
St. Charles Mayor, 

and former Boy Scout, Fred Norris 
proclaimed November 7, 1987, as 
Karl Asplund Day in St. Charles. The 
proclamation was issued “in recogni-
tion of his outstanding service to his 
country, the Boy Scouts of American 
and to the youth of this commu-
nity.” 

In addition to his many Scouting 
honors, Asplund was also a Master 
Mason in Unity Lodge #48, an hon-
orary member of the Alpha Phi 
Omega fraternity at Northern Illinois 
State Teachers College, recipient of 

a Citation of Recognition from the 
American Legion, and was recog-
nized by the Centennial Committee 
of the St. Charles Chamber of Com-
merce for his “meritorious service 
rendered in connection with the St. 
Charles Centennial Celebration and 
St. Charles Day at a Century of Pro-
gress.”  

While Karl Asplund has been gone 
for over sixty years, his contribu-
tions to St. Charles will be remem-
bered by many for years to come. 

A Look Back 100 Years: 
Karl Asplund and the Boy Scouts 
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The St. Charles Heritage Center Book Club 
has two discussions scheduled in the coming 
months.  

On March 6, the 
group will meet to 
discuss Adam 
Braver’s book Mr. 
Lincoln’s Wars: A 
Novel in 13 Sto-
ries. Narrated from 
the multiple per-
spectives of Abra-
ham Lincoln and 
those whose lives 
he touched, Mr. Lin-
coln's Wars shows a 
president who is 
distraught over his 
inability to keep his 
country from de-
stroying itself 

through civil war and a man who is fighting 
inner demons during a time of great crisis. 

On May 1, join us as we discuss The Sink-
ing of the Eastland: America’s Forgotten 
Tragedy, by Jay Bonansinga. 
On the morning of Saturday, July 15, 1915, 
the passenger steamer Eastland was filled 
to capacity with some 2,500 passengers 
aboard. The passengers were Western Elec-
tric employees, heading out for a joyous 
company picnic on the other side of Lake 
Michigan from their homes in the environs 
of Chicago, Illinois. As the ship prepared to 
cast off, it 
suddenly 
rolled over, 
taking some 
844 men, 
women and 
children to 
their deaths. 
This is the 
story of the 
Eastland 
disaster, a 
horrifying 
catastrophe 
by any stan-
dard, and 
the worst 
disaster in 
Chicago's 
history.  

The St. Charles Heritage Center’s Book 
Club meets on the first Tuesday of every 
other month at the St. Charles Public Li-
brary from 7 - 8pm. We will be meeting in 
the Bisbee Conference Room right of the 
main lobby. For more information please 
call Natalie at 630-584-6967. 

50/50 Raffle Tickets 
Available 

One again the St. Charles Heritage Center is holding a 
50/50 Raffle. Last year the winner of the raffle took home 
over $5,200!  
The winning raffle ticket will be drawn at the 2nd Annual St. 
Charles Heritage Ball on Saturday, April 14. The winner 
does not need to be present. The winner’s share is already 
over $2,000 and continues to grow weekly. Watch the ther-
mometer sign out in front of the St. Charles History Museum 
to see how high the winner’s portion will climb. Tickets for 
the raffle are available at the St. Charles History Museum 
and can be purchased for $5 each, 3 tickets for $10, 8 tick-
ets for $20 or 50 tickets for $100. Anyone purchasing $100 
worth of tickets before March 14 will be entered into a spe-
cial drawing for two (2) free tickets to the 2nd Annual St. 
Charles Heritage Ball, a $250 value. For more information 
visit or call the St. Charles History Museum, 215 E. Main 
Street, 630-584-6967. 

Reading History:  
The St. Charles Heritage Center Book Club 
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The St. Charles 
Heritage Center is 
looking for volun-
teers to help in the 
Gift Shop and at 
the front desk of 
the St. Charles His-
tory Museum. If 
you are available a 
few hours a week 
and enjoy visiting 

with people and learning about St. Charles His-
tory we would be interested in having you vol-
unteer!  

Gift Shop and front desk volunteers help with an-
swering phones, greeting visitors, answering 
general questions about St. Charles, and ringing 
up Gift Shops purchases. 

We are looking for volunteers who are available 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The Mu-
seum and Gift Shop are open from 10am - 4pm 
and volunteer shifts are 2 - 4 hours long. If you 
are interested or would like to set up a time to 
come in and learn more about volunteering 
please call Natalie at 630-584-6967. 

Thank you for your help and support! 

Time to Renew Memberships 

The Junior Historical Society Update 

Remember the St. Charles Heritage 
Center!  Donations to the Heritage 

Center are completely tax           
deductible and help us to provide 

our many educational programs for 
adults and children.  These         

programs include: 
          -Book Club 
          -JHS Programs 
          -Thursday Evening Lecture 
          -Grave Reminders 

The JHS is currently working on a year long pro-
ject to create a video walking tour of the down-
town area. The history themed tour will cover 
buildings from 7th Avenue on the east side to 7th 
Street on the west side.  

Members of the JHS have been hard at work for 
the last few months planning the route and re-
searching the history of the people, businesses, 
and buildings that will be included in the tour. 
Once completed the video will be posted on the 
St. Charles Heritage Center’s YouTube channel.   

Membership in the JHS is open to all 8-13 year 
olds interested in history. The group meets one 
Saturday a month at the St. Charles History Mu-
seum. Anyone interested in joining the group should 
call Natalie at 630-584-6967 

Volunteers Needed 

The beginning of the year marks the time 
when most Heritage Center Memberships 
expire. Please take a minute to fill out the 
renewal form on the last page of the 
newsletter and send it in with your check. 
A large portion of the Center’s budget 
comes from membership dues and we 
cannot operate without the support of our 
members. Members enjoy benefits includ-
ing our quarterly newsletter, The Charle-
magne, a 10% discount in the Gift Shop 
year round and other special discounts 
throughout the year, and discounted or 
free admission to our programs. St. 
Charles Heritage Center memberships  

also make a great gift. Any current 
member who purchases a gift 
membership for a friend or family 
member in January  or February 
will receive a special gift from our 
Gift Shop. For more details or to 
see if your membership is about to 
expire please stop in or call Natalie 
at 630-584-6967. 
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Recently several people donated new items to the St. 
Charles Heritage Center. Newly donated items include 
photographs of people and businesses, promotional ma-
terials and business advertisements, postcards, and a 
number of items from Sue Klinkhamer collected during 
her time as St. Charles Mayor. Look for some of these 
items to be displayed in the coming months at the St. 
Charles History Museum. Thanks to Joe and Kaye Siblik, 
Carl Safanda, Sue Klinkhamer and others for the dona-
tions. If you have items you think we may be interested 
in please call to set up an appointment to bring in the 
items. 

Each year the St. Charles Heritage 
Center hosts an Annual Member-
ship Meeting in January. This 
meeting is open to all members 
and everyone is encouraged to 
attend. The Annual Membership 
Meeting is a chance for our mem-
bers to meet the staff and members 
of the Board of Directors and to 
get an update on the state of the 
Heritage Center. 
Brief presentations will be made 
by each of the Committee Chairs 
as well as the Executive Commit-
tee. Elections will also be help for 
new and returning Board Members.  

The business meeting will take ap-
proximately one hour; cookies and 

punch will be served after.  
This is a great opportunity to meet 
with Heritage Center representa-
tives, learn about our plans for the 
upcoming year, and share any ideas 
or suggestions you have for the 
Heritage Center. 
Reservations are not required and 
there is no charge to attend the 
meeting. We hope you will join us 
on Saturday, January 28th at 1:00 
for the Annual Membership Meet-
ing. 

If you have any questions please call 
Natalie at 630-584-6967. 

New Donations 

Annual Membership Meeting - January 28, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 
St. Charles Public Library Carnegie Room 

Left: 

Trade 
Card from 
Van Patten 
Drug Store 

 

 

 

 

Right: 

Placemat 
from the 

Hotel 
Baker 

Art Mailing Card from St. Charles National Bank 



January  
3 Book Club, St. Charles Public Library, 7 p.m. 
4 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
11 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
18 Education Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 10 a.m. 
18 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
21 Junior Historical Society meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 1-2:30 p.m. 
25 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
28 Annual Meeting, St. Charles Public Library, 1 p.m. All Members Welcome 
 

February 
1 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
8 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
9 Thursday Evening Lecture, St. Charles Public Library, 7 p.m.  Free to members,  
 donations appreciated. 
15 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
15 Education Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 10 a.m. 
18 Junior Historical Society meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 1-2:30 p.m. 
22 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
22 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
29 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
 
 

March 
6 Book Club, St. Charles Public Library, 7 p.m. 
7 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
14 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
17 Junior Historical Society meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 1-2:30 p.m. 
21 Education Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 10 a.m. 
21 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
21 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 

28 Fundraising Committee meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
 

Program dates and times are subject to change, please call to confirm all events (630) 584-6967 

215 East Main Street 
St. Charles, IL  60174 

Office & Museum 630-584-6967 
Fax 630-584-6077 

www.stcmuseum.org 
info@stcmuseum.org 

St. Charles Heritage Center 
& History Museum 

Hours of Operation 
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Brens 
Julie Bunke 

Karen Comstock 
Kevin Gaffney, President 

Sue Glad 
Carol Glemza 

Brian Henry, Treasurer 
Allen Landmeier, Secretary 

Bob Matson 
Martha Miller 
Ralph Minard 
Rita Payleitner 

Joe Schelstreet, Vice-President 
Brad Urhausen 

Bill Warner 
 

Melvin Peterson, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Staff 
Natalie Gacek, Director/Educator 

Jim McGuire, Collections 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
 

Stay up to date with information 
about events, promotions and news 

from the St. Charles Heritage    
Center. “Like” our fan page on 

Facebook or follow us on Twitter 
@STCHeritageCent Links to both 

can be found on our website  
www.stcmuseum.org 

From the Archive 
Now that winter has 
finally set in, we thought 
you would enjoy this 
photo of two young 
residents skating on the 
Fox River. What are 
some of your favorite 
memories of winter in 
St. Charles? Share your 
thoughts on our Face-
book page! 



I would also like to be involved with the following: 
 

¨ Grave Reminders Cemetery Walk  ¨ Gift Shop Assistant 
¨ Award Winning Junior Historical Society ¨ Special Events 
¨ Museum Docent    ¨ Book Club 
¨ Office Assistant/Data Entry   ¨ Other (please specify)    
            

* Your name will be on Wall Recognition Plaque 

* 
* 
* 
* 




