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Thank You Veterans:                   
A Short History of Veterans Day 

In November of 1918 St. 
Charles, like the rest of the 
country, was waiting for the 
end of the “War to End All 
Wars”. When the first an-
nouncement of the end of 
World War I came on 
Thursday, November 7th 
the citizens of St. Charles 
took to the streets in cele-
bration. 
  

As word spread through 
the town that Germany had 
surrendered men, women and children 
poured out of businesses, homes and 
schools and an impromptu parade began 
up and down Main Street. 
 

According to a newspaper article from the 
time “Every whistle in town broke loose. 
Factory employees did not ask for ‘time’ 
but took it. Grabbing hat and coat they 
bolted down to Main Street and got into 
line. Some had flags, but most did not” 
 

The group marched from 5th Street up to 
5th Avenue, circled the block up to the 
High School (then the Haines School on 
7th Avenue) and continued back across 
the river. They repeated this loop over and 
over, only ending when an evening rain 
forced them inside. 
 

Amongst the throngs of people were Civil 
War Veterans who could best understand 
what the end to the conflict meant. While 
many could not march in the parade they 
came out to take part in the celebration. 

Four days later on Monday, November 11th word arrived 
that the official armistice was reached. Celebration once 
again broke out, more parading started, and Mayor 
Edwin Hunt proclaimed the day to be a holiday – all 
stores and offices were closed. 
Reports from the afternoon describe two instances of 
mock funeral processions going down the street with a 
likeness of the Kaiser being dragged behind a hearse. 
City officials took place in one of the processions as did 
the Boy Scouts.  
 

While most St. Charles citizens were celebrating the end 
of the war, these two days of celebration were difficult 
days for the family of Wilfred Oakes. Oakes was a Cor-
poral in the 129th Infantry in 1918, and he was the first 
St. Charles boy to be killed in action in the war. Word of 
his death first reached his family on the morning of No-
vember 7, 1918 in a letter sent by one of Oakes’ com-
rades. Two official letters from the government arrived 
three days later on November 10 - the first stating that 
Oakes had been wounded and the second informing the 
family of his death. Later, Lillian Oakes, the younger sis-
ter of Wilfred Oakes, wrote a poem about her memories 
of that first Armistice Day. Her poem continued to run on 
Armistice Day in the St. Charles Chronicle as a tribute to 
her brother.   
          (continued on page 6) 
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The 23rd Annual Christmas in 
St. Charles Collector’s Orna-
ment is now in stock at the      
St. Charles History Museum 
Gift Shop. This year the orna-
ment is a red glass ball with 
white lettering and an image of 
Townhouse Books on the front. 
The ornaments are $10 each, 
with members of the Heritage 
Center receiving a 10% dis-
count on purchases. This year 
we will once again be offering a 
special Members Shopping Day 
at the Gift Shop where all day 
long members can save 20% on 
their purchases (some exclu-
sions do apply). Members 
Shopping Day will be Thursday, 
December 5th and we will be 
open from 10am-5pm that day. 
Stop by to enjoy some great 
deals in the Gift Shop, view our 
Christmas exhibits, listen to 
some Christmas carols, and en-
joy some Christmas cheer. All 
Gift Shop purchases help to 
support the mission of the 

Heritage Center - To Collect, 
Preserve, and Present the His-
tory of St. Charles and St. 
Charles Township. 

In addition to the newest collec-
tor’s ornament, we have other 
popular gifts in stock as well 
including St. Charles blankets, 
crocks, history books, coasters, 
t-shirts, and more! Get your 
shopping done while support-
ing a great cause.  

    2013 Christmas Ornament 

New Christmas Ornaments are In Stock at the Gift Shop 

St. Charles Heritage 
Center Members          

Shopping Day  

20% discount all day 
Thursday, December 5, 

10am - 5pm 

Watch Your Mailbox for our  
End of the Year Donation Drive 

As we approach the end of another successful year at the Heritage Center, we begin to turn our at-
tention to planning for our continued success in the future. We know that continued success depends 
on the support of our dedicated members and donors. As we have in years past, we will once again 
be sending out an end of year donation appeal. This donation drive is separate from our membership 
drive. Watch your mail the first two weeks of December for our letter and donation form, it will be 
included with our Christmas cards. We hope that you will consider making an end of the year tax-
deductible donation to the St. Charles Heritage Center. Funds donated will help us to continue our 
work in collecting, preserving and presenting St. Charles history. If you have questions about our 
end of the year donation drive, or your membership, please do not hesitate to contact Natalie at the 
History Museum 630-584-6967. Thank you for your continued support, we hope you have a won-
derful holiday season and look forward to continuing to present you with St. Charles history in 2014. 
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An Old Fashioned Christmas Program 
Remember a time when every Christmas tree was 
real. 
 

A time when Christmas shopping meant paging 
through a Sears & Roebuck catalog, and heading 
downtown to Main Street. 
 

A time when Christmas dinner was 
prepared from canning jars lining the 
pantry shelves, and from fruits and 
vegetables grown in your own garden. 
 

Christmas meant the arrival of Nor-
man Rockwell paintings of Santa on 
the cover of The Saturday Evening Post, 
and hand-written letters addressed to 
the North Pole with wishes for record 
players, train sets and Raggedy Ann 
dolls. 

If you want to relive the Christmas memories of 
yesteryear join us for this “Old Fashioned Christ-
mas” program on Monday, December 9th at the 
Geneva History Center from 2-3pm.  

Author Rochelle Pennington will share her pro-
gram, including 100 vintage Christ-
mas photos (some from Chicago) 
and a large collection of Christmas 
antiques during this enchanting pres-
entation which is sure to put you in 
the Christmas spirit. 

After the program attendees are wel-
come to visit the 18th Century Nativ-
ity Scene which has been a Geneva 
tradition since it was purchased by 
Kate Raftery, founder of the Little 
Traveler in  the 1930’s. The Geneva 
Giving Trees will also be on display 

at this time. 

This is a joint program sponsored by 
the Batavia Depot Museum, Geneva 
History Center and the St. Charles 
Heritage Center. Reservations are re-
quired and can be made via the Geneva 
History Center’s website or by calling 
the Geneva History Center at 630-232-
4951. The cost for this program is $5 
for members of any of the organiza-
tions and $10 for the general public. 

We look forward to seeing you there, 
we know 
“Yule” enjoy 
this program! 

What: “Old Fash-
ioned Christmas” 
When: Monday, De-
cember 9, 2:00pm 
Where: Geneva His-
tory Center, 113 S. 
3rd Street, Geneva 
Cost: $5 members, 
$10 non members 

Rochelle Pennington is an award-winning newspaper columnist and bestselling author 
of ten books including  Christmas Gifts: Ten of the Greatest Ever Given, The Historic 
Christmas Tree Ship (as featured on national television), An Old-Fashioned Christmas 
(2009 Midwest Booksellers Choice Award nomination), and more. Her work has been 
included in multiple bestselling series over the past two decades. 
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New Exhibits Coming Next Year:  
Mount St. Mary Academy and St. Charles Art and Artists 

In just a few short weeks we will begin to change our exhib-
its for our Christmas displays. We hope you will have a 
chance to stop in before we close for the Christmas holiday 
to see these fun displays. When we return from our winter 
break in January we will begin our new temporary exhibit 
on the history of Mount St Mary Academy in St. Charles. 
We will be displaying several items we have from the 
Mount, as well as from Valley Lutheran. If you have any 
items or photographs that you would like to donate, or loan, 
to the Heritage Center for inclusion in this exhibit please 
contact Natalie and set up an appointment to bring your 
items in to the Museum. 
 
The Mount St Mary exhibit will be on display until the spring 
when we will begin our St. Charles Art and Artists exhibit. 
This exhibit will show paintings done by St. Charles artists 
featuring people and buildings from town. Two of the artists 
we will be highlighting are William Luckett and Pehr Ander-
son. Again, if you have any paintings or other works of art 
by St. Charles artists that you would like to donate, or loan, 
for this exhibit please contact Natalie. 
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St. Charles resident and artists 
William Luckett 

Painting of Karl Gartner by St. Charles resident and 
artist Pehr Anderson 

Mount St. Mary Academy in St. Charles 



Calendar of upcoming meetings and 
events for the St. Charles  

Heritage Center 
October 
9 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
23 Fundraising meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
30 Shortened Museum Hours 12-4pm 
 

November 
1 and 6 Museum Closed 
8 and 15 Shortened Museum Hours 10am-2pm 
13 Shortened Museum Hours 12-4pm 
20 Fundraising meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
20 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
28-29 Museum Closed for Thanksgiving  
 

December 
5 Members Discount Shopping Day at the Gift Shop  
9 An Old Fashioned Christmas Program, Geneva History Center 
 2pm. Reservations Required see article in newsletter for information 
22 Museum Closes for holidays. We will reopen on January 2, 2014 
*********************************************************** 

Program dates and times are subject to change, please call to confirm all events (630) 584-6967 

215 East Main Street 
St. Charles, IL  60174 

Office & Museum 630-584-6967 
Fax 630-584-6077 

www.stcmuseum.org 
info@stcmuseum.org 

St. Charles Heritage Center 
& History Museum 

Hours of Operation 
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Board of Directors 
Tom Anderson 

Kathy Brens, Vice-President 
Julie Bunke, Treasurer 

Joyce Cregier  
Kathy Fleming 

Sue Glad 
Carol Glemza 
Brian Henry 
Bob Matson 

Ralph Minard 
Rita Payleitner, Secretary 
Joe Schelstreet, President 

 
 

Staff 
Natalie Gacek, Director/Educator 

Jim McGuire, Collections 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
 

Stay up to date with information 
about events, promotions and news 

from the St. Charles Heritage    
Center. “Like” our fan page on 

Facebook or follow us on  
Twitter @STCHeritageCent  
Links to both can be found  

on our website 
www.stcmuseum.org 

From the Archive 

Santa visiting 
with the good 
boys and girls 
of St. Charles. 
What are your 

Christmas 
memories from 

St. Charles? 



(continued from page 1)... 
 

The first official Armistice Day was not declared until the 
following year by President Woodrow Wilson, but St. 
Charles certainly celebrated the end of the Great War and 
paid honor and tribute to those who served that clear fall 
day in 1918. 
 

Initially November 11th celebrations were observed by pa-
rades and public meetings. Business was suspended for a 
time beginning at 11:00 am to mark the time the hostilities 
ceased on November 11, 1918. 
 

In 1938 November 11th was officially declared a legal holi-
day and dedicated to the cause of world peace and honor-
ing veterans from World War I. It was then given the name 
“Armistice Day”. After 1954, at the urging of the veterans 
service organizations the name of the holiday was 
changed to Veterans Day and was a day to celebrate all 
veterans from all wars. 
 

For a time in the late 1960s and early 1970s the govern-
ments tried to have Veterans Day observed on a Monday 
instead of November 11th. Veterans Day was one of four 
holidays that the government tried to have observed on a 
Monday instead of the actual day to ensure a three day 
weekend for workers in hopes of encouraging travel, rec-
reational activities, and stimulation in industrial and commercial production. 
 

There was much confusion and disagreement about this new policy, especially after Veterans Day in 
1971 was celebrated 
on October 25th! In 
1975 President Gerald 
Ford signed a law re-
turning Veterans Day 
to November 11th. 
 

Hopefully this year on 
November 11 we will 
all take time to reflect 
on the meaning of 
Veterans Day and to 
say a word of thanks 
to all of the service 
men and women, and 
their families, who 
have sacrificed so 
much to protect and 
better our country. 
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Poem written by Lillian Oakes in memory of her 
brother Wilfred Oakes who was killed in WWI 



Join us at our Annual Membership 
Meeting and join us for a behind 
the scenes tour at the Museum 

On Saturday, January 11, we will hold our Annual Mem-
bership Meeting at the St. Charles History Museum be-
ginning at 12:30. This Annual Meeting is our opportunity 
to meet with you, our members, so we can update you on 
the state of the Heritage Center; let you know what we 
have done in the past year and what we are planning to 
do in the upcoming year. 
Board Members are also elected at this meeting and the 
new budget is presented. All members are encouraged 
and welcome to attend. There is no cost for this meeting, 
and after the business portion of the meeting the exhibits 
will be open for viewing and behind the scenes tours will 
be offered. Come and see the storage areas of the Mu-
seum that are generally off limits to visitors. 
Refreshments will be served and RSVPs are appreciated 
but not required.  
We look forward to seeing you on January 11. 

Check out the Heritage Center’s NEW Website! 

Over the last several months Heritage Cen-
ter staff has been working to design and 
launch a new website. We are excited to an-
nounce the new site is up and running. We 
hope you will check it out at 
www.stcmuseum.org 

New and up to date information is included 
on the site, including new listings of avail-
able materials for researchers. We will be 
updating the site with additional program 
information soon, and we will be posting 
interesting information on the blog from 
time to time. 

Here are some images of the new site. We 
hope you enjoy it and find it informative! 
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I would also like to be involved with the following: 
 

¨ Grave Reminders Cemetery Walk  ¨ Gift Shop Assistant 
¨ Award Winning Junior Historical Society ¨ Special Events 

¨ Museum Docent    ¨ Book Club 
¨ Office Assistant/Data Entry   ¨ Other (please specify)    
            

Members at the Patron, Corporate, Benefactor and Grantor 
Levels will be listed on a plaque in the Museum foyer. 
 
Ask your employer about matching gifts. 

A large portion of the Heritage Center’s budget comes from membership dues and we cannot operate without the support of our 
members.  Please take a moment to fill out this membership renewal form and submit it with your 2014 membership fees. Thank 
you for your continued support of St. Charles history. 


