
 
 

We could not have 
pulled off this successful 
event without the help 
and support of our vol-
unteers, sponsors, and 
the generous businesses 
who donated items for 
our raffle and auction! 
This event helped the 
Heritage Center raise 
over $23,000!  
 

Thank you again to eve-
ryone who came out to 
enjoy the evening and 
thank you to all of our 
sponsors. We look for-
ward to seeing everyone 
again next year. 
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Thank You for Making Our Pig 
Roast a Great Success!! 

The St. Charles Heritage Center 
would like to express our most 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who helped to make our recent 
fundraiser such a success; we 
appreciate your generosity and 
continued support!  
 

Over 200 people joined us on a 
perfect summer evening at the 
St. Charles History Museum for 
a night filled with food, fun, and 
music, to celebrate St. Charles 
history. Throughout the evening 
folks participated in raffle 
drawings, silent auctions, 
a spin-the-wheel game 
with prizes from Colonial, 
and, of course, the five 
winners of the Split the 
Pot drawing were an-
nounced. Those five lucky 
winners split a $5,000 pot 
with the big winner taking 
home $2,500! Congrats to 
our winners - Steve, 
Randy, Grace, Ken, and 
Dennis. 
 

Guests ate and talked the 
night away under the big 
tent on 3rd Avenue or en-
joyed live music inside 
the Museum while bidding 
on silent auction items.  

Thank You to our Sponsors: 
 
Gold Level Sponsors: 
The Brens Family  
Colonial Cafe & Ice Cream 
The Kane County Chronicle 
 
Silver Level Sponsors: 
City of St. Charles 
 
Bronze Level Sponsors: 
Baker Community Center 
Charles Brown 
Clancy Law 
Comstock Family 
Dickens, Mason, and Kissell 
D.D.S. 
John and Teri Hoscheit 
Kolinski and Crosby, D.D.S. 
Ralph and Ginny Minard 
Signiture. 
St. Charles Public Library 
W.R. Meadows 
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The St. Charles Heritage Cen-
ter is pleased to announce that 
their Director, Natalie Gacek, 
has been accepted into the 
prestigious Developing His-
tory Leaders @ SHA program, 
formerly known as the Semi-
nar for Historical Administra-
tion. According to their web-
site, Developing History Lead-
ers @ SHA is the best profes-
sional development opportu-
nity for future leaders in his-
tory organizations of all types 
and sizes. For over fifty years 
the Seminar for Historical Ad-
ministration has provided his-
tory professionals the tools, 
ideas, and connections that 
allow them to become effec-
tive leaders and managers of 
history organizations. 
 

Gacek will join approximately 
twenty other professionals 
from across the country in In-
dianapolis this fall for the 
three-week seminar. Work-
shops, discussions, and forums 
will be led by nationally rec-
ognized leaders in the history 
and museum fields. “This is a 
once in a life time opportu-
nity,” said Gacek, “I am hon-
ored and excited to have been 
selected to attend.” Gacek has 
been with the St. Charles Heri-
tage Center since October 
2002, and for the last two 
years she has served as their 
Director. 

"Natalie's acceptance into this 
program is not only a notable 
professional achievement for 
her, it is also a major step for-
ward for the Heritage Center 
in our pursuit of organizational 
excellence" said Heritage Cen-
ter Board President, Joe Schel-
street. 
 

Gacek says she is looking for-
ward to the opportunity to 
meet and work with profes-
sionals and industry leaders to 
learn from their experiences 
and build on their recommen-
dations. She added, “The Heri-
tage Center is a wonderful or-
ganization and I look forward 
to applying the new knowl-
edge and skills learned at the 
seminar to our continued ad-
vancement.” 
According to the program’s 
website some of the topics to 

be covered include the role of 
public history institutions in 
our communities, the use of 
historic collections in exhibits 
and research, digital media 
use for history organizations, 
interpreting demographic 
trends and visitor experi-
ences, fundraising, visioning, 
and strategic planning.  
 

For more information on the 
Developing History Leaders 
@ SHA program please visit 
their website at http://
www.historyleadership.org 
 

Developing History Leaders 
@ SHA is sponsored by the 
American Association of 
State and Local History, the 
American Alliance of Muse-
ums, Colonial Williamsburg, 
the Indiana Historical Soci-
ety, the National Museum of 
African American History 
and Culture, and the National 
Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion 

Heritage Center Director to Attend Prestigious 
Professional Development Seminar this Fall 

St. Chares Heritage Center Director, 
Natalie Gacek 
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Upcoming Brown Bag Lecture Program 
Are you a fan of the wildly popular PBS 
drama Downton Abbey? Have you ever won-
dered what life was like in a proper English 
Manor home in the 1920’s? The upcoming 
joint St. Charles Library and St. Charles 
Heritage Center program “The 
Ups and Downs of Dining à la 
Downton” will give you a glimpse 
into that life.  
 

Join us September 5 from 12:00 – 
1:30 in the downstairs meeting 
room of the Library for a special 
Brown Bag Lunch Lecture pro-
gram. Ellie Carlson and her cater-
ing partner, Mike Howe, will dress 
in period clothing and take on the 
roles of Mrs. Eaton, the head cook, and Mr. 
Howe, the upstairs butler. 

Edwardian traditions are fascinating to the 
modern sensibility and palate. Come along 
for this brief visit to the table, both above and 
below stairs at an early twentieth-century 
estate. We will learn a little about the reci-

pes, ingredients, and service re-
quired during this time. Soup, bread 
and dessert will be provided. There 
is no charge for this program but 
reservations are required to ensure 
there is enough food for all guests. 
Please call the St. Charles Public 
Library to reserve your space 630-
584-0076. 

What: “The Ups and 
Downs of Dining a la 
Downton” 
When: Thursday, 
September 5, 
12:00pm 
Where: St. Charles 
Library Downstairs 
Meeting room 
RSVP: 630-584-0079 

Ellie Carlson is a museum curator with twenty-five years of experience in small to 
mid-sized museums.  She gives lectures, workshops and programs to groups on vari-
ous topics including: caring for keepsakes, dating photographs through costume, historic foodways, historic under-
garments, aprons, quilts, valentines, and others by request. in 2010 Ellie formed a catering company with Mark 
Howe, Sweet Symphonie Custom Catering. Sweet Symphonie caters events from recital receptions to formal din-
ners and is one of the reasons that Ellie’s Dining a la Downton experiences are so wonderful.                                   
Photos from www.elliepresents.com 
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New Exhibit Now on Display Through Veterans Day  

Our new temporary exhibit highlighting the men and women from St. 
Charles who have served in the Armed Forces is now open This ex-
hibit features uniforms and memorabilia from various wars dating back 
to the Civil War. We are working on a video with more photos and sto-
ries to be added to the exhibit soon. We hope that you will be able to 
stop by and view this exhibit which will be on display through Novem-
ber 16.  
 
We are currently working on developing a new exhibit on the history of 
Mount St. Mary’s Academy. If you have any items, photos, or year-
books you would like to donate, please call Natalie at the Museum   
630-584-6967. Thank you! 
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Calendar of upcoming meetings and 
events for the St. Charles  

Heritage Center 
July 
4 Closed for the 4th of July 
24 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
 

August 
7 Fundraising meeting, The Office, 4 p.m. 
25 Summer Sunday Hours End 
28 Fundraising meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
28 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
 

September 
5 Brown Bag Lunch Lecture, St. Charles Public Library, 12-1:30 p.m.  
25 Fundraising meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 4 p.m. 
25 Board of Directors meeting, St. Charles History Museum, 5 p.m. 
 

*********************************************************** 
 

Program dates and times are subject to change, please call to confirm all events (630) 584-6967 

215 East Main Street 
St. Charles, IL  60174 

Office & Museum 630-584-6967 
Fax 630-584-6077 

www.stcmuseum.org 
info@stcmuseum.org 

St. Charles Heritage Center 
& History Museum 

Hours of Operation 
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Board of Directors 
Tom Anderson 

Kathy Brens, Vice-President 
Julie Bunke, Treasurer 

Karen Comstock 
Joyce Cregier  
Kathy Fleming 

Sue Glad 
Carol Glemza 
Brian Henry 
Bob Matson 

Ralph Minard 
Rita Payleitner, Secretary 
Joe Schelstreet, President 

 
 

Staff 
Natalie Gacek, Director/Educator 

Jim McGuire, Collections 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
 

Stay up to date with information 
about events, promotions and news 

from the St. Charles Heritage    
Center. “Like” our fan page on 

Facebook or follow us on  
Twitter @STCHeritageCent  
Links to both can be found  

on our website 
www.stcmuseum.org 

From the Archive 

This is a photo of the Johnson’s Clothing/Kroger Grocery Store Fire from July 29, 1958 



Recently the St. Charles Heritage Center lost 
two long time friends and supporters – Glen 
Anderson and Don Nippert. 

Glenn F. Anderson passed away June 19, at 
the age of 95. He moved to his grandmother's 
dairy farm in STC with his family when he 
was 12 years old in 1929. In 1934, while he was 
in high school, Glenn began working for     
Colonial Dairy. According to his obituary, 
"His early responsibilities included washing 
milk bottles and making ice cream novelties. 
Later he was foreman of the ice cream pro-
duction plant and managed distribution to 
Colonial restaurants and retail outlets." Glenn 
retired in 1981 after almost 48 years with Co-
lonial. Here is a photo of Colonial employees 
from August 4, 1938 - Glenn can be seen in 
the back row in the dark shirt, third from the 
right. 

 

Don Nippert passed away on July 4th, at the 
age of 87. Don was a lifelong and 5th genera-
tion STC resident. We will remember Don as 
a friendly guy, always ready to crack a joke 
or share a story about St. Charles and the 
good old days, and an excellent piano player. 
His stories and humor will be missed at our 
Roundtable Discussions where he often 
would share his stories about growing up in 
St. Charles with current St. Charles high 
school students. For almost twenty years 
Don worked for Howell Manufacturing here 
in St. Charles. After Howell closed in 1976, 
Don took a job with DuKane and worked 
there until his retirement in 1989. For 10 
years Don served as an Alderman on the St. 
Charles City Council and he was very active 
in the American Legion Post 342. Here is a 
photo of Don in his paratrooper uniform 
taken during WWII. 
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In Memoriam 
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Fun Times at the St. Charles Heritage Center                              
Pig Roast and Silent Auction Fundraiser 

Over 200 people came out to enjoy a 
beautiful June night. Special thanks 
again to Dave’s Slow Food and The 
Office for the excellent food and 
drinks 

Former Mayors DeWitte, Norris, and 
Klinkhamer and current Mayor Rogina 
all enjoyed themselves. So did our vol-
unteers, Barb and Missy! 


