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ST. CHARLES HISTORY MUSEUM RECEIVES             
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT 

Thanks to the hard work of Museum Assistant Brigid Leavy and        
Director Alison Costanzo, the Museum is proud to announce that we 
are the recipient of an $8,000 grant from the Community Foundation of 
the Fox River Valley!  
 
A concreate step in furthering the museums strategic plan, this grant 
will fund the purchase of two new exhibit cases and create hands-
on interactives for children in the exhibit hall. We are grateful for the 
opportunity afforded to us by the Community Foundation's as we    
continue to update the Museum's exhibits. 
 
This announcement comes on the heels of the St. Charles History    
Museum's rebranding, including and significant updates to the           
permanent exhibit and a new temporary exhibit space. 
 
We hope that the updates to the Museum will better suit the needs of 
St. Charles families as we continue to strive to preserve and present our 
community's history. 
 
About the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley: 
"The Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley is a non-profit, 
philanthropic organization that administers individual charitable funds 
from which grants and scholarships are distributed to benefit the       
citizens of the Greater Aurora Area, the TriCities and Kendall County, 
Illinois. For more information on the Community Foundation, please 
visit www.communityfoundationfrv.org.” 
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Friends of the Museum— 

 

I think the motto for our Pig Roast was similar to that of the US Post Office—“Neither rain, nor 
wind, nor lightning, will keep us from our appointed celebration! (I had to paraphrase a bit!)  I want 
to thank all of the members and friends who braved the elements and came out to support our largest 
fundraiser of the year.  Despite the weather, we came close to matching last year’s record breaking 
totals. 

I would like to ask a personal favor of each of you.  As you know, finances in the state are in an all 
time mega mess, which will have a profound effect affect on our city and the Museum.  One way to 
counteract a cut in funding is to increase membership.  If each member or member family could 
bring in one additional member, it would mean a great deal to ensuring the viability of the Museum 
and help in our plans to expand and improve our offerings.  Please consider sharing a little “happy 
talk” about the museum and encouraging additional friends to join our museum family. 

Thanks again for your support! 

 

Kathy Brens,  

President of the St. Charles Museum Board 

 

A Letter From the President  
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A Word from the Director 
Hello, Friends of the Museum! 

It is hard to believe that July is almost over! Time really does fly when you are having fun, and we have 
been having a lot of fun here at Museum this summer. We kicked the summer off with our first members 
preview open house “It’s a Big Dill,” our first large-scale temporary exhibit. We had a great turnout, and 
plan on hosting a number of members preview open houses throughout the remainder of the year.   
Laura Johns, Farm Manager from Primrose Farm joined us at the Museum during River Fest. Laura was 

very kind to bring with her a baby calf named Elmer as we 
MOOOOed into summer with our first family-
friendly program. We had over 150 people visit Elmer and 
explore the Museum!      

 
On June 20th the Museum hosted its Fifth Annual Pig 
Roast Fundraiser and Silent Auction! Despite the rain and 
lightning, the event was a huge success. Our 200-
plus guest had a fantastic time enjoying live music and de-
licious food provided by Dave’s Slow Food. 

 
Though summer is nearly over, we still have many activi-
ties going on at the Museum and would love to have you 

join us. If you haven’t visited the Museum in a while come and see the many changes and progress we 
have  made with the our strategic plan. 

  

Development News 

Phase One of the  

Strategic Plan 
Over the past few months the Museum has moved forward with 
Phase One of the Strategic Plan. Phase One’s focus has been on 
the reconfiguration of the exhibit hall and the care of the        
museum’s collection. Staff and volunteers have  been working on 
several projects related to Phase One. Changes began with the 
reorganizing  of our  offsite storage facility,  we then painted a 
portion of the permanent exhibit hall, updated the layout and 
portions of the exhibit content. Staff and the interns are also 
conducting research and creating the new storylines for the    
permanent exhibit.. We are also in the process of updating our 
Museum database so we can offer our members and the public  
additional educational resources.  
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Morgan Corbett  

…is very excited to be interning at the St. Charles History 

Museum this summer. Having lived in St. Charles her   

entire life, she loves the opportunity to give back to her 

community and work to share and preserve the vibrant 

story of St. Charles History. This fall she will be a senior at 

the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign where she is 

majoring in Business and minoring in Anthropology. As an 

intern, Morgan has worked on a variety of projects in a 

wide range of areas. She created the Pig Roast brochure, 

worked on membership letters, continued the               

development of the third-grade MAP Program, initiated 

and coordinated the Museum’s first Farmers Market     

appearance and has assisted with the numerous kids 

groups that have come through the Museum this summer. 

She has really enjoyed her time here and is very excited to 

see where the museum goes as it continues to progress and 

develop.  

Interns at work 
Seth Licke 

A resident of St. Charles, Seth is intern here at the St. 

Charles History Museum for the summer. Seth is    

studying History at Tiffin University in Northwest 

Ohio while also participating in the colleges baseball 

team. A St. Charles North High School graduate he is 

working on developing content for the Museum’s    

permanent exhibition through archival research and 

assist with the reconfiguration of the museum’s       

collection . He aspires to coach college baseball while 

still  maintaining a connection to the field of history.   



Seth and Morgan, the newest interns here at 
the museum this summer, have been very busy 
these past few months. They have been developing 
programs, working with 
the collection, research-
ing, and much more.  
They kicked off the sum-
mer with a Sports Week 
program. This program 
combined indoor and 
outdoor activities to 
teach kids about local 
sports history through a 
scavenger hunt and out-
door games such as water
-balloon baseball and a 
football throw. The goal 
of this program was to 
encourage families to vis-
it the museum and make the museum a fun   sum-
mer spot to visit.  

Morgan and Seth also modified this        
program for camp groups that came to visit. Five 
groups from the St. Charles Park District “On the 
Go Camp” visited and enjoyed browsing the exhibit 
hall, playing water-balloon baseball, drawing their 
favorite museum item out on the sidewalk with 
chalk, and solving sports-themed word searches. 
The campers were wildly entertained and a lot of 
positive feedback was received from the councilors.  

In mid-June, the Museum made its    
inaugural appearance at the Baker Church 
Farmers Market. Morgan and 
Seth spearheaded this initiative, as well as 
worked the 
table to   
promote the 
Museum, sell 
Pig Roast 
tickets, raffle 
tickets, gift 
shop items, 
and promote 
Museum   
membership. 
Having had 
such a suc-
cessful first 
day, the Museum plans to attend two more 
farmers markets before the summer ends.  

With the launching of a new            
membership program and an increase in       
summer programs, Morgan and Seth are hard at 
work to develop promotional materials to make 
sure the community knows about what events 
are going on at the Museum. This includes new 
membership letters, flyers, and various other 
marketing items.  

As the exhibit hall continues to evolve 
and the strategic plan progresses, Morgan and 
Seth have been an essential  role in the          
Museum’s research process and creating new 
content for the exhibit hall. They have also been 
assisting with organizing the collection and 
helped      assemble the new temporary exhibit, 
“It’s A Big Dill”. Morgan and Seth played a vital 
role in the planning, organizing, and running of 
the Pig Roast.  They designed the event        
program, assisted with the organizing of the  
silent  auction, and worked the night of the 
event  selling drink tickets, working in the gift 
shop, promoting membership, and closing out 
the  silent auction.  
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A word from the interns 
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Educational UPDATE 
New School Program Takes Flight this Fall 
 
St. Charles by Air!  The History of Aviation  
From the myth of Icarus to stealth bomber, aviation had 
evolved beyond the wildest dreams of early aviation  Pioneers. 
How did the human flight go from unimaginable to a staple in 
todays    society? Broken into four categories: Flight Folklore, 
Aviation and the Arts, Major Pioneers, and Aeronautics. This 
program navigates the importance of aviation and the integral 
role St. Charles’ own Howard Aircraft Corporation played in 
the  evolution of flight.  

SCHM Collection: A Treasure House of  Discoveries 

Nuts and Bolts, Howard Aircraft Parts, c. 1940’s 

 

Howard Aircraft Co. was founded by Ben O. Howard, a pilot 
for United Air Lines. Howard Aircraft Corporation was a 
small USA aircraft factory that operated during World War II 
(1930s -1940s) in the south side of Chicago. A second plant 
was opened at Du Page Airport in St. Charles, Illinois. 
  
Many of the planes that were designed  by Howard  were       
specifically built for racing. His racing planes would later be   
reused for military officers in World War II for              
transportation and ambulance airplanes  
 
After producing some of the most famous racing and war       
aircrafts during the Golden Age of Aviation, Howard Aircraft 
Corporation stopped production in 1944. 
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Exhibition News 
Garden Gods: Scarecrows from Athens to Oz 
 

While their symbolism is universal, modern scarecrows are 
nothing like their ancient counterpart. Scarecrows were        
originally thought to harness the power of harvest gods, serving 
as crop protectors and ensuring a fruitful harvest. In medieval 
Britain actual human children and not inanimate objects were 
used as “bird scarers.”  

On August 28th, join us for a member’s preview of our      
Scarecrow Festival pop-up exhibition and discover the haunting 
history of scarecrows based in mythology and superstition.  

 

 

 

 

A Look at Zook: The St. Charles Municipal Building Turns 75 
On the National Register of Historic Places, the St. Charles Munici-
pal Building is an exceptional example of Art Modern architecture 
and a testament to the monumental impact General Baker and 
Lester Norris had on St. Charles. A result of Depression Era auster-
ity measures, the building and grounds feature pared down Art 
Deco details and slight nods to Frank Lloyd  Wright’s Prairie 
School of Architecture. On  August 28th, take a look at architect 
Harold Zook’s meticulous details during our members only preview 
of this falls temporary exhibition.  

 

August 28, 2015 4pm to 6pm 

Members of the St. Charles History Museum, you’re invited and a friend to our fall exhibit open house. 
Light refreshments and crudité will be provided. Please call or email to RSVP by August 25,  2015. 



Calendar of Events 
August 

28  Members Preview Open House, 4pm-6pm 

29  Garden Gods: Scarecrows from Athens to Oz and A Look at 
 Zook:  The St. Charles Municipal Building Turns 75- Opens to 
 the Public. 

September 

7 Museum Closed 

12  75th Anniversary of the Municipal Building Celebration 

 City Hall, 1pm-3pm  

October 

9-11 Scarecrow Fest– Activities at the Museum 

 

Follow us on  

Facebook and Twitter! 

Stay up to date with  

information about events, 
promotions and news 
from the St. Charles  

History Museum. “Like” 
our fan page on  

Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter 

@STCHeritageCent 
Links to both can be 
found on our website  

www.stcmuseum.org 
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