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ST. CHARLES HISTORY MUSEUM RECEIVES              
KANE COUNTY GRAND VICTORIA GRANT 

The St. Charles History Museum is proud to announce that we are the 
recipients of a $52,500 grant from the Kane County Grand Victoria 
Riverboat Fund. This grant will go towards redesigning our exhibit hall 
and technology upgrades. 
 
The Museum is grateful to be a recipient of this grant and the            
opportunity it presents. The grant enables the Museum to move        
forward with the exhibit hall redesign project that began in the spring of 
2015 under the direction of Museum Director Alison Costanzo. 
 
Thanks to the hard work of our curator, Brigid Leavy, the Museum is 
excited to have this opportunity to continue updating and modernizing 
the main exhibit space. 
 
This announcement comes on the heels of the St. Charles History    
Museum's rebranding, updates to the permanent exhibit, and a regularly 
changing temporary exhibition schedule.   
 
We hope that the exhibit hall redesign at the St. Charles History       
Museum will meet with St. Charles community approval as we continue 
to strive to preserve and present our community's history. Tentative  
design plans for the space are displayed in the Museum lobby. 
 
ABOUT THE KANE COUNTY GRAND VICTORIA RIVERBOAT FUND: 
The Grand Victoria Riverboat Fund was established by the Kane  
County Board in 1997 under an agreement with the Elgin Riverboat  
Resort (Grand Victoria Riverboat). The agreement provides for an    
annual contribution to the county equal to 7.5% of the riverboat’s     
annual net operating income. The Kane County Board utilizes Grand 
Victoria Riverboat funds to support a variety of projects and programs 
aimed at strengthening Kane County communities, promoting          
collaboration among area organizations, and providing long-term      
solutions to current problems facing Kane County residents. 
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A Letter From the President  
A Last Note from the President— 

As I come close to the end of my two year tenure as President of the St. Charles Museum board, I look back on 
some very exciting and rewarding times. This was not a job I wanted! Many of you have heard the story of how my 
late husband  Jack came to me in a dream, told me to “get over myself” and, “of course, you’re going to take the 
job!” The follow up was my youngest son saying, “You’re listening to Dad NOW??” Family stories aside, it has 
been a wonderful run! We ushered the Museum through some very tough times, including needing to find two new 
directors in a twelve month period; all were fantastic people with whom to work. The current Director, Alison 
Costanzo, has been a breath of fresh air, offering all sorts of wonderful ideas for bringing our Museum to the  
forefront of St. Charles city life. Her enthusiasm is contagious and, as I may have also said before, she is a Pied 
Piper for gathering dedicated interns and volunteers, all of whom are invaluable in the effort to make our Museum 
user friendly and relevant to our community and visitors.  

Personally, I found myself even more invested in the history of St. Charles and our mission to share its richness 
with its citizens. I am constantly astounded at the creativity of new displays and the passion displayed by the staff 
for presenting new displays of “old stuff”—the artifacts AND the facts of our varied history. My hope is that these 
innovations will continue, that our strategic plan to improve the displays (for both better display and safety       
concerns), and our dream of making the facility a gathering spot for interesting public presentations will continue 
through the coming years.  

The board members with whom I work are wonderful and dedicated to the ideals of the Museum. The              
Vice-President, and future President, Ed Klosowski, will do a fantastic job, as his passions for history and St. 
Charles are endless. Thanks to all of you who have made the last two years a wonderful, albeit challenging, time in 
my life! 

 

Kathy Brens,  

President of the St. Charles Museum Board 

A Word from the Director 
Hello, Friends of the Museum! 

It is hard to believe that summer is over and we are heading into the fall.  We are making progress with our strategic 
plan and are moving forward with redeveloping the permanent exhibit hall starting this winter. In addition to the 
permanent exhibit we have two new temporary exhibits Whiskey Bend: Taverns, Trolley and Temperance and Sharing 
which opened this October 15, 2015 and then this December we will showcase another temporary exhibition called 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside.  
 
We were thrilled to work with the St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau during Scarecrow Fest. We offered 
two crafts for younger children and a Museum scavenger hunt for older children—both of which received rave   
reviews. During the weekend, over 300 people visit the Museum! We’re looking forward to having a booth at next 
year’s Scarecrow Fest and being more involved with other city events. 
 
We are looking forward to working with the Downtown Partnership during this year’s Holiday Homecoming events 
on November 27th and 28th. The Museum will assume a new name: Holiday Hot Spot. The Museum will be open 
both days and we will have hot cider, cookies, and a holiday craft. The Museum will also host the St. Charles Park 
District’s craft. In the spirit of Black Friday, the Museum gift shop will be having a sale AND have some great new 
items including: t-shirts, coffee mugs, and fox themed items. Please check out website for additional details and 
times.  
 
On Tuesday, December 1, 2015, I encourage you to remember us for #GivingTuesday and give back to your       
community in a meaningful way. From end of year giving to volunteering, #GivingTuesday is a great way to get  
involved with your community and support non-profit organizations like the St. Charles History Museum.   
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Collections News 

In order to become a better steward of its collection and ensure that the collection endures as an         
educational resource, the Museum is working to adopt preventative conservation strategies and provide a 
more appropriate environment for our artifacts. The Museum began work on this project in mid-July. 
Brigid, our curator, designed a plan for our Museum based on the Lower East Side Tenement Museum’s 
archive which she helped move out of a 5th floor, one bedroom, walk up apartment built in 1863 on    
Orchard Street to a remodeled apartment elsewhere on the Lower East Side.  
 
During this project, the Museum will go through each artifact and document in the collection, learn more 
about them, and *we hope* uncover a wealth of previously untapped stories to enhance permanent and 
temporary exhibitions. We purchased new shelving units for our photography collection and primary  
documents as well as a clothing rack for our collection of military clothing. We purged countless        
cardboard boxes, which are highly acidic and attractive food for pests – not good when you’re in the   
business of preserving artifacts – and moved a number of items off site. We also unearthed a cache of 
items for the gift shop. Our clean up efforts were rewarded by floor space, several square feet of precious 
floor space, which will be most useful in the coming months as we move forward with the project. We 
would like to extend our gratitude to Board Member Diana Brown, who generously supported the      
purchase of new archival boxes for our photography collection.  
 
A key aspect of the collections overhaul process is making our database more usable – a daunting task. 
Having a functioning database opens so many doors for the Museum. Each artifact record will include 
photographs, notes on the condition, information on its history, and location. This gives the Museum the 
ability to track any changes in the condition of each artifact and ensure their longevity by drastically           
decreasing our need to handle them. The project’s mission is to make the greatest number of items readily 
available to the greatest number of potential users, and we are well on our way to making that a reality! If 
you are interested in learning more about the project, supporting the project, or becoming a volunteer, 
please feel free to email us at info@stcmuseum.org. 
 

Before After 
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Amanda Wolf 

Amanda decided to become an intern at St. Charles      

History Museum because she enjoys learning about local 

history. St. Charles is about 20 minutes from where she 

lives and has a rich history that influences many areas 

around her own community.  When she got into the     

Museum she saw that the collection could benefit from her 

experience working in the collections at The Field        

Museum, Lombard Historical Society, Elgin Public       

Museum, and the Elgin Historical Society.  She looks     

forward to working with the collection and bringing fresh 

ideas to the Museum.  

Volunteers at Work 
Allen Webb 

Allen became involved with the museum when he needed a 

probate record for a research project. He has an interest in 

history and genealogy, which added to his attraction to the 

museum. He had been thinking about doing volunteer 

work, and the Museum seemed to be a good fit for his    

interests. Allen is currently involved in working with the  

Museum collections, helping researchers and learning more 

about the history of the community. His greatest            

enjoyment is finding new information about his interests 

while working on a Museum research     

project.  
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Exhibition News 
WHISKEY BEND: TAVERNS, TROLLEYS, AND TEMEPRANCE 
October 15, 2015-November 18, 2015  
 

We all know taverns are prominently      
featured in downtown St. Charles.          
Historically speaking, the area has always 
quenched many a thirst. Join us and toast to 
our new temporary exhibition Whiskey 
Bend: Taverns, Trolleys, and Temperance 
with this unique shot of  history.  
 

 
 

 
 

Sharing 
October 15, 2015-Noverember 28, 2015  
 

Portrait photography aims to capture us as we are, to document 
our existence by cutting out moment in time and keeping it     
unchanged as life and the world move on. Explore selections 
from our historic photography collection and make connections 
to selfie culture.  
 
 
 
 

 

Baby, It’s Cold Outside  
December 4, 2015-February 27, 2016 
 

News Flash: Winter is cold. We are sure that the people who 
wore the clothing featured in our winter temporary exhibition can 
commiserate. See how women weathered the cold and stayed  
fabulous with a selection of  fur coats, hats, muffs, and gowns       
dating to the 1800s and early 1900s from our costume collection. 
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Whiskey Bend Scotch Tasting 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 from 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Valley Lodge Tavern  

109 West Main Street, St. Charles, IL 

 
 As Raymond Chandler once said “There is no bad whiskey. There are only some whiskeys that aren’t as 
good as others.” The St. Charles History Museum and Valley Lodge Tavern are joining forces to teach you 
how to savor the good ones. 
 
Join us on November 5th for a Scotch Tasting at Valley Lodge Tavern! The event will feature a guided     
scotch tasting and a selection of appetizers. Doors open at 6 pm; the tasting will start at 6:30 pm. 

B U Y  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  N O W  O N L I N E  O R  V I S I T  T H E  S T . C H A R L E S  H I S T O R Y  M U S E U M  

Early Bird Price - Buy your ticket before Friday, Oct 23rd 

$40 Members, $50 Non-Members 

Online Price After Oct 23rd 

$45 Members, $55 Non-Members 

At The Door $60 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ST. CHARLES HISTORY MUSEUM.  
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Come visit us during the St. Charles Holiday Lighting of  the Lights Event! 

November 27, 2015, Noon-6pm 

The Museum will be a Holiday Hot Spot during the lighting event. We will be open until 6pm and 
have treats and kids’ activities on site throughout the day. Stop in for a break from the cold! 

We'll be open late during the Holiday Electric Parade! 

November 28, 2015, Noon-6pm 

The Museum is THE Holiday Hot Spot during the parade! Come by to warm up, listen to live 
Christmas music, participate in kids’ activities, and peruse the gift shop. Festivities begin at 4:30 
pm! For more information on St. Charles Holiday Homecoming Events  

visitdowntownstcharles.org. 

 

Baby It’s Cold Outside Exhibit Open House 

December 3, 2015  

Members, bring a friend for the exclusive opening of our winter exhibition. Light hors d’oeuvres 
and refreshments will be served.    

The Holidays are just around the corner... 
 
Check out our Gift Shop for the perfect holiday gift! 

 St. Charles inspired t-shirts 

 “I St. Charles” coffee mugs 

 Fox print tote bags 

 Historically inspired, handmade doll dresses (suitable for an 18in./American Girl size 
doll) 

 St. Charles Christmas ornaments  

REMEMBER, AS A MEMBER OF THE ST. CHARLES HISTORY MUSEUM YOU       
RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE 



EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

Scotch Tasting 

November 5, 2015, 6-8pm 

 

St. Charles Holiday Lighting of  the Lights  

November 27, 2015, Noon-6pm 

 

Holiday Electric Parade! 

November 28, 2015, Noon-6pm 

 

Baby, It’s Cold Outside Exhibit Open House 

December 3, 2015 4pm-6pm 

Follow us on  

Facebook and Twitter! 

Stay up to date with  

information about events, 
promotions and news 
from the St. Charles  

History Museum. “Like” 
our fan page on  

Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter 

@STCHeritageCent 
Links to both can be 
found on our website  

www.stcmuseum.org 
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