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Rockin' on the Rooftop Brings in $20,000 by Tim Kirsininkas 
Marketing & Public 

Engagement Manager

We had an incredibly successful fundraiser at Rockin’ on the 
Rooftop on Saturday, June 22nd! We had approximately 200 

supporters in attendance and altogether, you helped raise over $20,000 
to support the Museum. We are incredibly grateful to the entire           
St. Charles community for their support in putting on our premier 
fundraising event of the year. 

“We would like to thank all of our community partners and friends of 
the Museum for their help in making the event a huge success,” said 
Executive Director Alison Costanzo. “Every ticket purchased for the 
event and for the raffles helped play a part in our mission to tell the 
stories  and preserve the history of our amazing community.” 

Rosie and the Rivets provided some rockin’ entertainment into the night 
while we enjoyed food courtesy of Ron Onesti and Club Arcada, drinks 
from Vintage 53 and Riverlands Brewing, and desserts courtesy of 
Colonial Cafe , Harner's, El Puente, and Nothing Bundt Cakes. 

At the event, we drew the winner of our 50/50 community raffle. Ted 
Hensel was drawn as the winner, taking home a total pot of $4,015, 
while Steve Krammerer and Lorri Metych were drawn as the winner 
of a beautiful diamond necklace valued at over $2,000 and generously 
donated by State Street Jewelers in Geneva. 

Our live auction served as the perfect finale for the evening. Some of 
the highlights were trips to Nashville, Tennessee and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, food and event packages, beautiful arts 
and crafts, and more. The event raised roughly 20% of our operating budget for the year, and we appreciate all of the 
great support in our mission of collecting and preserving the wonderful history of the city of St. Charles. 

Rosie and the Rivets provided some classic hits that had 
the crowd dancing all night long. 

Ted Hensel took home over $4,000 as the winner of 
the 50/50 split the pot raffle. 
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Rockin' on the Rooftop (Cont.) 

Mike Corbett, Advisor

Food for the event was generously  provided 
by Ron Onesti and Club Arcada.

Rosie and the Rivets have some fun with 
Amanda Helfers and Barb Stilling.

Attendees enjoyed a wide range of great auction prizes courtesy of our sponsors.

THANK YOU ROCKIN ON THE ROOFTOP SPONSORS
Kathy Brens in Loving Memory of Jack Brens - Colonial Cafe - 
Dellora and Lester J. Norris Foundation - Club Arcada Speakeasy and 
Showroom - Vintage 53 - Riverlands Brewing Co. - The Hairy Ant Screen 
Printing - Paragon Flowers - Baker Community Center - Don and Mary 
Regole - Gordon and Karen Comstock - Nason, Faith & Brammeier 
DDS - Morgan Stanley - Murray Commercial - Nancy Wolfe - Dr. 
Peter Smith of Elmhust Dental - Re/Max Excels/Brian Henry - Diana 
Brown - St. Charles Bank & Trust Company - State Street Jewelers - 
Catering Made Simple - El Puente - Harner's Bakery - 
Nothing Bundt Cakes - Smitty's on the Corner - West Valley Graphics
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Letter from the Board 
Finding a Hometown and a Love for St. Charles 

As the daughter of a U.S. Marine Colonel, moving every two years or so during my 
childhood was part of my life. Though much of the change was enjoyable, I missed 
the perks of growing up in one place. After my marriage to Jack Brens, whose family 
had moved to St. Charles in 1947, we started our life together in a tiny apartment in 
Aurora, followed by purchasing a home in Geneva (Horrors! Long time St. Charles 
arch rival—Jack could barely make himself sign the paperwork!) where we lived for 
eight years. Then in 1976, we moved to our home in St. Charles where I have lived 
ever since. I had already been teaching at St. Charles High since 1969, so my loyalties 
were already developing. 

What a beautiful town St. Charles is, and I already knew from firsthand experience 
that it had a wonderful school system. I remember Jack telling me that one of the long 
time Illinois Senators had a statement praising St. Charles as one of the most scenic 
areas in the country written into the Congressional record. I can certainly agree with that! 
The hills, the river, the trees, and the wonderful mix of old and new homes warm me to my soul! 

In the early 90’s, Jack became involved with the Museum—anything to do with St. Charles and its history was important 
to him. We both participated in the Grave Reminders programs (finally getting to put my Theatre major to use!) and Jack 
became a Board member, eventually serving as Board President. 

Jack died in December of 2009, and, somehow in the post funeral fog, I found myself on the Board of Directors! After 
a year or so, I was asked to serve as Vice President. Traditionally, the V. P. would become President after a year or two, 
but I took the position with the understanding that I would not become President. Joe Schelstreet was President at the 
time, but, after two years, he was promoted to Chief of the St. Charles Fire Department and resigned his position (when 
I thought he should serve as President for life!). It was at this time my late husband came to me in a dream and told me, 
“Get over yourself—of course you’re going to take it!” 

I did serve as President for two years, and found my love for the Museum and my town growing with each event of 
service. I have loved working with the wonderful staff and doing my small part to help the town I have come to love. I 
have spent 43 of my 74 years in St. Charles and can now honestly say “I have a Home Town!”

by Kathy Brens

-Kathy Brens, Board Member Emeritus

We Need You! Become a Member Today  

Jack & Kathy Brens 

When you become a Museum member, you are assisting in our mission to preserve 
and present St. Charles’ rich history. It because of our members and supporters that 
the Museum continues to be an important asset to the community, as over half of 
our operating costs are paid for through membership dues. Members enjoy many 
privileges and benefits while sharing in the knowledge that they are contributing to 
preservation of the stories of our great city. Memberships start at just $30 for a full 
year of privileges, so head to our website or stop in to learn more! 

***Have you renewed? If your address label has a star on it, 
your membership has lapsed. Be sure to renew today!***

stcmuseum.org/membership
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Letter from the Director
Dear Friends of the Museum,

-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director

by Alison Costanzo

It certainly was a historic summer! We cannot thank our community enough 
for all of your support in putting on our Rockin’ on the Rooftop fundraiser at 
the end of June. Thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket for the event 
or participated in our raffles and live auction. Your support helped us raise 
$20,000 to help us continue to preserve our history and tell the story of St. 
Charles. Special thanks to all of our fabulous volunteers, local sponsors, and 
restaurants, and of course, a very special thank you to Rosie and the Rivets 
and to Ron Onesti and the Arcada Theatre staff for helping to make the event 
a huge draw. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

This summer we also held several other great events. We hosted  our first 
children’s program at the end of June in “Sowing the Seeds of Victory”. Kids 
learned about the history of Victory Gardens and how they helped America to 
win World War II, and got the chance to design their own garden, potted plants, and signs to place in our garden outside our 
Museum. Big thanks to Vanessa Bell-LaSota and the St. Charles Veterans Center, along with Heinz Brothers Greenhouse and 
Garden Center for their support in putting on this event. 

On July 25th, we hosted our first “History Happy Hour” cruise in partnership with the St. Charles Park District aboard the Fox 
River Queen. We had over 60 people in attendance as we enjoyed a beautiful sunset cruise and some historical trivia out on the 
water. 

Fall is a season of change, and the Museum will be seeing its share of it as well. We are saddened to bid farewell to our Visitor 
Engagement Coordinator Jessica McCann, who is moving on to another position. She was a tremendous asset in running The 
Curious Fox Gift Shop and in coordinating our Museum members and volunteers. We will miss her! We have brought on our 
Marketing Manager Tim Kirsininkas full-time to take her place and take on the Public Engagement aspect of the Museum. 

This fall, and just in time for Halloween, we invite you to take a step into the spooky 
side of St. Charles history. On October 3, we will once again partner with the Park 
District to hold our Mystery History Downtown St. Charles Food Crawl, where we 
invite you to experience some of the best foods of St. Charles, complete with some of 
the most intriguing aspects of the people and places of our city. 

Then, on September 21 and October 18, we will be holding two Grave Reminders 
cemetery walks, where you’ll have the chance to meet some of the most important 
figures in St. Charles history at their actual grave sites. New this year, we will also 
hold a twilight walk for an extra creepy and historic experience. 

For this fall’s exhibit, we will be exploring “The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly: Untold Stories of the Boys’ School”, which will 
tell the tales of some of the most interesting characters from the Illinois State Home for Delinquent Boys (located in western 
St. Charles) over the years. We are excited to tell some of these stories of a place that we recieve many questions about from 
our visitiors here at the Museuam. The exhbit is scheduled to open with a special reception on Friday, Ocotber 26 from 5-7 
p.m. We hope to see you there! 

From all of us at the Museum, thanks for a great summer! We look forward to exploring our history with you into the fall. 

Our dedicated staff after our successful Rockin' 
on the Rooftop Fundraiser

This fall, we will be stepping back into the 
tales of the infamous St. Charles Boy's School.



PAGE 5 VOL. 40

One of St. Charles' First Homes, Once Lost, Found Again

Research News

The St. Charles History Museum shares a distinct and unique connection to one of             
St. Charles’ early settlers and the man who helped to map out St. Charles in its infancy.
 
Ira Minard came to a budding riverfront settlement in 1833 as part of an extensive group of 
New Englanders and former Chicago residents moving west to lay claim to the lush lands of 
the Fox River valley.
 
In 1835, a handshake agreement between a small group of these new settlers would shape 
the future of this small riverfront community. Another settler, Evan Shelby, was looking to 
capitalize on his claim on the east side of the river, while Ira Minard and Reed Ferson were 
looking for more land.
 
Shelby exchanged eight acres of his prime riverfront property, where Ferson and Minard 
helped to construct the town’s first dam, mill, and trading post on the bank of the river at the site of where City Hall 
stands today. From this point on, their growing community was put on the map. These men helped plat the original 
town maps and christened the village Charleston, in homage to a town in Vermont near where the settlers originated 
from (the city would later change its name to St. Charles at the suggestion of prominent attorney Stevens Sanborn 
Jones after realizing another Illinois town already held the name).

 
Ira Minard chose a piece of land along the town’s main street as his home. With 
help from and through analysis of years of St. Charles Township Assessor’s records, 
our Museum staff recently discovered that Minard’s home stood at the current site 
of 215 E. Main Street – where our very own Museum building resides today.
 
We knew that his original house, constructed in 1885, was moved to make room 
for the new McCornack Oil Service Station thanks to a 1928 St. Charles Chronicle 
article. What we did not know however, was where this house was actually moved 
to. By digging further into almost two centuries of the township’s records, we were 
able to find that the house was moved to 1201 Illinois Avenue.

 
The story of this Minard home is a reflection of the work that we do here at the Museum, and an example of how our 
city’s lengthy 185-year history can sometimes be hidden in plain sight.

Early St. Charles Settler 
Ira Minard 

The McCornack Oil Building as pictured 
when it first opened in 1928

Uncover the 
history of your 

home! Visit 
stcmuseum.org/

research

Welcome New & Returning Members

Warren & Lynn Beeh - Becky Blaine - Rick & Sabrina Dahl  
Michael Dixon - John & Edie Glenn - Brian & Karen Graf - Janice 

Harrison - Leslie Hepler - Dan & Sue Klinkhamer  - Edward Klosowski 
Anna Meltzer - Betsy Penny - Donald Regole 
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Museum News
Meet our Talented Interns 

I am a junior studying history at 
Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette, Michigan. Returning to St. 
Charles in the summer, I discovered an 
opportunity to leave my mark on the 
culture and history of my hometown. 
Working as the Curatorial Intern for 
the summer, I developed a vast array of 
skills applicable both to small museum 
curatorial work and the professional 
world beyond, all while making an 
impact on the Museum. Though my 
responsibilities seemed superficially 
straightforward - I was tasked, primarily, 
with redesigning labels for the permanent 
exhibit - my experience at the Museum 
has ultimately been a complex and 
dynamic foray into the museum world. 
I am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to work with the St. Charles 
History Museum this summer.

I volunteer at the Museum as its Marketing 
Intern. This fall, I will be transferring 
to Northern Illinois University to begin 
studying visual communications. I began 
volunteering at the museum in January of 
2019 by helping set up the Underground 
Railroad exhibit. My brother Tim, 
Marketing Manager at the Museum, asked 
if I wanted to create a flyer for upcoming 
events that the Museum was holding, and 
I didn't hesitate to help out. Since then, 
I've tried to help out at the Museum as 
much as I possibly can. Doing projects for 
the Museum really helps with allowing 
me to gain a better understanding of how 
graphic design and marketing plays out in 
the workplace, as well as being able to learn 
more about my hometown of St. Charles, 
all while doing something that I enjoy!

I am a senior studying history at Eckerd 
College in St. Petersburg, Florida. I 
do not live in the beautiful city of  St. 
Charles; but my mom works for the 
St. Charles School District, which is 
how I heard of this opportunity at the 
Museum. Interning at the St.Charles 
History Museum has been such a 
rewarding opportunity. Deciding to 
major in history, I hear a lot of questions 
like, “Oh! Are you going to be a 
teacher?” “What do you want to do with 
that?”. To be completely honest I still 
don’t know. However, being able to work 
at this museum has given me other ideas 
of what I want to do with the skills that 
I have learned from my major. It has 
been very fulfilling to learn more about 
St. Charles and its vast connections to 
Chicago and American history. I have 
helped with many projects; including 
the deaccession process for our very 
large book collection, and the research 
and the construction of the new Titanic 
exhibit. I am very grateful for the 
relationships that have blossomed from 
this experience. Thank you Alison for 
this amazing opportunity.       

Sam Brink Cory Kirsininkas Hannah Votsmeier

Get involved in your Museum!
stcmuseum.org/opportunities
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Museum News
Highlights of a Successful Summer 

We partnered with the St. Charles Veterans to hold our first 
kids program in June with "Sowing the Seeds of Victory". 

The Museum staff at the opening of our Titanic exhibit. 
The exhbibit has been one of our most popular yet. 

Singer-songwriter Dave Ramont played at the Museum on 
July 11th in our first Music at the Museum performance.

Visitors rang the Wild Rose bell in front of the Museuem on 
July 12th in honor of local veterans and active duty officers.

New Products in Stock 
We are excited to unveil some 
new additions to The Curious 
Fox Gift Shop, just in time 
for fall! Be sure to warm up 
with our newly-designed St. 
Charles coffee mugs and tin 
cups. We also received a new 
selection of candles, coasters, 
pillows and more. 

Mention or show this page for 20% off 
your next visit in our Gift Shop

Leave a Lasting Legacy 
Inscribe your name or the 
name of someone close to 
you on a brick paver outside 
of the Musuem! Each brick is 
4x8 inches and can feature up 
to three lines of text or icons. 
Bricks start at $125 and will be permanaently added to 
the courtyard in front of the Museum. The perfect way 
to celebrate your love for St. Charles and its history! 
Gift Certificates avaialable too. For more information, 
visit www.stcmuseum.org/brickpaver or contact the 
Musuem. 



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

Upcoming Events and Programs 

Casting a Historic Vote: 
Suffrage in Illinois

St. Charles Public Library
Thursday, Sept. 19 - 6:30 p.m.

Join Illinois Road Scholar 
Jeanne Schultz Angel for a 
free presentation on some 

of the most amazing figures 
of the women's suffrage 
movement in Illinois. 

Grave Reminders 
Cemetery Walks
North Cemetery

Saturday, Sept. 21 - 11-4
& Friday, Oct. 8 - 7:30 p.m.

Meet some of the most 
interesting figures from St. 

Charles' long history face-to-
face at their actual grave sites. 
Actors will portray them and 
tell the stories of their lives. 

stcmuseum.org

Mystery History Downtown 
St. Charles Food Crawl

St. Charles History Museum
Saturday, Oct. 3 - 6-9 p.m.
Experience the history and 

culture of St. Charles by 
lantern light and hear stories 

from years gone by from a 
tour guide while enjoying 
food  and drinks at some 
local favorite restaurants. 

The Boys School of St. 
Charles Exhibit Opening

St. Charles History Museum
Friday, Oct. 25 - 5:30 p.m.

Join us for a special opening 
reception for our fall exhibit,  
The Good, the Bad, the Ugly: 

The Boys School of St. Charles. 
Enjoy drinks and appetizers 
and meet with Museum staff 
as we step back into the St. 
Charles School for Boys. 


