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Pottawatomie Garden Club Celebrates 90 Years
The Pottawatomie Garden Club of St. Charles is celebrating its 
90th Anniversary this year and continues its original mission "To 
cultivate the spirit of gardening .... to beautify home grounds and 
to encourage community beautification through gardening and 
education". In honor of this anniversary, the club has placed a 
commemorative plaque on a bench along the Fox River near the 
Municipal Building. 
In March of 1928, The Junior Garden Club of St. Charles was 
organized and sponsored by St. Charles Garden Club. The 
Junior Garden Club was composed of 25 younger women and 
membership was by invitation only. In 1930, The Junior Garden 
Club changed their name to The Pottawatomie Garden Club of St. 
Charles. Although the Pottawatomie Garden Club occasionally 
worked together with the St. Charles Garden Club, they were 
separate organizations with separate memberships. 
Pottawatomie Garden Club has provided for numerous civic projects over the years. In the early days the 
club donated funds for the landscaping of Evan Shelby School, the St. Charles Library, and City Hospital. 
They donated to the planting of crab-apple trees along the Fox River and around town, and also supported 
the Beith House, Pottawatomie Park, the Dunham-Hunt Museum, the Durant-Peterson House, and Garfield 
Farm. They sent flowers and food to the needy in Chicago in the Depression years. During World War II, the 
club promoted Victory Gardens and contributed to the Seeds for Democracy Program in Europe. The club is 

best known for the spring and fall plantings of the downtown 
bridges and the Municipal Building area, which began in 1978.
In recent years the club has planted at CASA Childrens' 
Garden, Tri-City Health Partnership, Living Well Cancer 
Center, the St. Charles Library, Baker Church, and also 
maintains a walkway for the River Corridor Project. One 
or two $3000 scholarships are given each year to St. Charles 
students majoring in a horticulture-related field. The club 
also gives an annual Landscape Commendation Award to a 
local business, and presents a biennial Garden Walk for the 
community featuring local gardens. 

Almost 80 years later, Pottawatomie Garden Club members donate 
a garden bench to commemorate their 90-year anniversary near the 

location of the 1939 River Beautification Project.

Written by Diane Conn 
Pottawatomie Garden Club 

Past President 2015

Members of the Pottawatomie Garden Club join with St. Charles 
officials and other community organizations to beautify the 

banks of the Fox River in 1939.
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Letter from the President 

 215 E. Main Street
           St. Charles IL, 60174

- Diana Brown, Board President

As you walk along Main Street 
between 5th Avenue and 4th 
Street in St. Charles, you will now 
notice new signs posted on utility 
poles. These signs are part of the 
Walking Tour of the St. Charles 
Central Historic District that was 
developed by the Downtown St. 
Charles Partnership, St. Charles 
History Museum, the City of 
St. Charles, and the Historic 
Commission.

There are 27 numbered signs, 
each with a photograph of and 
information about each historic 
site. It’s a fun and easy way to learn 
about the rich history of downtown 
St. Charles - and you can exercise 
and enjoy the weather as you learn!

For more information about the Walking Tour, you may visit the 
History Museum’s website at stcmuseum.org.

Follow on Social Media

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

4

215 E. Main St.

ES T.
1928

McCornack Oil Co.
Building

Charles McCornack founded the McCornack Oil Company
in 1904. He started the business with ten oil tanks, three
wagons four horses and several sleighs. The company
delivered kerosene to homes and businesses all around
the Fox Valley area. In 1911, McCornack began supplying
gasoline and the Excelene brand of motor oil to meet
the demands of the automobile era. As business grew,
McCornack opened a gas station at 300 W. Main Street
in 1920 and then opened this gas station on
East Main Street in 1928. The building was adapted for
use by the St. Charles History Museum in 2001.

This self-guided walking tour is numbered for your convenience.

stcmuseum.org/historicwalkingtour

Look for this sign in front of the St. Charles 
History Museum on the street light 

facing the entrance.

Walkable Downtown Tour

Become a Business 
Member and your logo 
will be featured in this 

space in the Winter 2018 
Newsletter



-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director
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A Word from the Director
Dear Friends of the Museum,Walkable Downtown Tour  It’s hard to believe that summer is coming 

to a close and that students will be returning 
to school in the coming weeks. This summer 
has been filled with so much activity, and every 
week here at the Museum has been filled with 
fun. The summer kicked off with the opening of 
our temporary exhibit "Step Inside Hotel Baker," 
which looked back at some of the untold stories of 
the hotel from the last 90 years. The opening was 
well attended–not only did guests enjoy appetizers 
provided by the Rox City Grill, they also had the 
opportunity to learn the Charleston from Lux 
Dance Studio.
 Following our exhibit opening, staff 
attended the Gala at Hotel Baker for their official 
90th celebration. As part of the evening, the 
Museum created a temporary popup exhibit that 
featured a number of artifacts including Col. Baker's hat, John Gate's cane, Greyhound's trophy, and historic 
photographs. It was a wonderful opportunity to participate in the celebration and share the rich history of 
Hotel Baker with the community. 
 After the celebration of Hotel Baker, the Museum helped a special guest learn about the history of St. 
Charles: the Museum was pleased to host Donnie Wahlberg and the crew of his show on A&E. I, along with 
Mayor Rogina and Alderman Lewis, had the opportunity to give Donnie a private tour of the Museum and 
share a number of great stories about St. Charles with him. Donnie plans to incorporate St. Charles history 
into the new Wahlburgers, and will be the first in Illinois. Donnie’s visit to the Museum was featured in the 
season finale of Wahlburgers.  
 In addition to all the excitement of Donnie’s visit, our staff, volunteers, and the Fundraising 
Committee were busy preparing for the Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest in June. Many of us were worried 
about the possibility of rain, but we couldn’t have asked for better weather and ended up with a beautiful, 
sunny day. There were a number of new faces in attendance, and the food provided by each restaurant 
was outstanding. At the end of the evening the winner of the Tri-Cities 50/50 Community Raffle was 
announced–William Ludemann won $10,000!
 The Museum is also proud to have our Heinz cut glass vase on display at the Governor’s Mansion in 
Springfield. The exhibit “Art of Illinois,” which opened on July 14, showcases 93 objects made in Illinois. The 
exhibit honors the state’s bicentennial, which coincides with the reopening of the Governor’s Mansion. 
 With all that has been going on this summer, it’s hard to believe we also had time to host the St. 
Charles Park District summer campers, who toured the museum and played a round of water balloon 
baseball. We have also had many young visitors with their Passport to Adventure booklets–the program 
is in full swing. This year is a little different: we are excited that the program has been extended to last the 
whole year. We still have booklets available if you haven’t yet received one. In addition, the victory and 
prairie gardens are in full bloom, and our tomato and basil plants look amazing. We are hoping to have some 
ripened produce soon to take to Lazarus House. 
 As summer comes to a close, we are preparing for our new fall/winter temporary exhibit "Homefront: 
Echoes of the Great War," which opens on August 24 at 5pm. This exhibit is truly special, as it honors both 
the centennial and veterans of World War I. Some of the items which will be on display are Emma Lake's 
Red Cross uniform and Wilfred Oakes’ WWI hat and personal items, which were generously loaned to us 
by the Fleming family. We are also excited about the return of Grave Reminders at North Cemetery, as well 
as our Mystery History Pub Crawl. We have made some changes to both programs, and are thrilled to be 
partnering again with St. Charles Park District. 
 As you can tell, there has been a lot of activity at the Museum this summer. I hope that you will join 
us for our upcoming exhibit and programs. 
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Exhibit News
Homefront: Echoes of the Great War Curated By: Amelia Deering

Summer Exhibitions Intern

I love history not because I relish memorizing dates or sneezing from dust, but 
because it reveals the stories of individuals and communities dealing with the 
circumstances of their world. We are living through history every day, affected by 
both the ripple effects of global events and the personal struggles and successes 
which shape our lives. Too often we imagine the people of the past as either the 
few great men who headline the history books or the common crowd being tossed 
on the tides of larger events. The purpose of local museums such as ours is to 
highlight the oft-forgotten stories of these citizens, proving that history includes all 
of us.

For the exhibit "Homefront: Echoes of the Great War," it was my goal to balance 
explanations of the complex global trends with the stories of St. Charles from 
that time. The Museum is privileged to include many World War I uniforms in 
our collection, as well as letters, postcards, and other artifacts of that unique 
and tumultuous time in American history, all of which helped me to see these 
individuals as multi-faceted people and not just names in a roster. Over three 
hundred St. Charles residents served in the war, and many of their families remain 

in St. Charles today. The soldiers were celebrated and honored at the time of their homecoming, but their 
great sacrifice was soon overshadowed by the horrors of 
the wars to follow. After one hundred years of obscurity, 
this exhibit aims not only to highlight the bravery of the 
fighting men, but also to portray the grim reality of life at 
the front as well as the daily struggles of those at home.  

As our volunteer Mike Darling so bluntly put it, a 
centennial only comes once, and I am proud of the work 
we have done to do this important anniversary justice. 
My hope for this exhibit is that visitors will connect with 
its characters on a personal level. I harbor that hope 
in large part because of the productive and interesting 

conversations I have had with our board, volunteers, and 
visitors. St. Charles is a uniquely engaged and enthusiastic 
community, and I look forward to sharing this previously 
untold story with all of you. 

Join the St. Charles History Museum for the "Homefront: 
Echoes of the Great War" exhibition opening on August 24th 
from 5-7pm.  Please RSVP online or by phone before August 
22nd. This exhibit will run from August 24th to January 5th.

Postcard from our collection  c. June 1918

Nurses marching down Main St. during a parade c.1917-18

Soldiers training in grenade throwning in the States before sailing to Europe
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Meet Amanda Helfers and her plan for the Collection!
Collection News

In December 2015, I graduated from Northern Illinois University with a degree in 
history. I originally wanted to teach high school, but unfortunately realized that the 
history taught in the K-12 system was not the history I wanted to teach. Instead, I 
looked into a career in museums and became passionate about pursuing that kind 
of career. After six months of graduated life and many unanswered applications, I 
decided that I needed to gain experience in the museum world. One of my friends 
had heard about the programs here at the St. Charles History Museum, so I contacted 
Alison in hopes of simply volunteering a day or two a week. Instead, I was offered an 
internship, and it was one of the best decisions of my life. 

In August of 2017 I was back at Northern Illinois University, enrolled in the Museum 
Studies Master’s Certificate Program. When I graduated in May of 2018, I was 
incredibly lucky to be offered the position of Collections and Exhibition Manager 
thanks to an anonymous donor willing to fund the position. The project will consist of 

organizing and cataloging the entire on- and off-site collection. Starting at off-site, where the textile collection 
is now housed, all the boxes will be given permanent labels; boxes will also be placed in an organized state so 
they won’t have to be moved. This system will also allow for other large objects to be moved to off-site, thus 
gaining more space at the museum. 

After off-site is organized, my focus will shift to the collection downstairs. 
Thankfully the January 2017 shutdown put the museum in a better place, 
as like objects were placed together. However, there are more steps that can 

be taken to make sure best practices are met. 
The first step I will take will be to move some 
of the shelving units and larger objects to allow 
better access to some of the objects. I also plan 
to organize the boxes in which objects are 
housed, adding acid-free cardboard separators, 
ethafoam, and twill tape for easy identification. 
There will also be labels placed on the outside 
of the box for easier identification. The shelving 
units will be given location ID’s so that items can be located in the database. Once 
the downstairs is organized, focus will shift once more to the archives upstairs. 
My plan for the archives is to make it a working space for volunteers, interns, and 
researchers. In order to achieve that goal, some of the shelves, desks, and filing 
cabinets need to be moved. After that is done, organizing can take place, the 
primary documents, photographs, scrapbooks, and books can be housed in one 
area with the newspapers, financials, and archive materials in the working area. 

Though this will be a lot of work to get done in just a year, I am excited to achieve these goals in order that the 
museum might have a better-organized collection. 

A portion of what was sorted through during  
January 2017 3D object shutdown

Amanda at Texas State Museum while 
attending the AASLH Conference 

in Austin, Texas 

Volunteers working to properally pack our 
shoe collection during the January 2018 

Textile shutdown
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Event News

Three years ago, the staff of the St. Charles History Museum came 
up with the idea to showcase the plethora of restaurants and bars 
that St. Charles has to offer at an annual fundraiser. After hours of 
brainstorming and listening to the thoughts of restaurant and bar 
owners, the Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest was born. After three 
years of running this event, I can confidently say that we have created 
lasting relationships with over 60 St. Charles restaurants and foresee 
that number growing in the future, not to mention that this event 
now raises one third of the museum's operating budget in just one 
night.

 This year's Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest was the biggest yet, with over 
300 attendees and 21 participating restaurants.  Guests could enjoy food and 
desserts from Club Arcada Speakeasy, Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurant, 
Colonial Cafe & Ice Cream, Cup-E-Cakes Bakery, DRM European Cafe & 
Delicatessen, Eden on the River, El Puente, Evergreen Bar & Grill, Harvest 
Restaurant at Pheasant Run Resort, Filling Station Pub & Grill, Kabab Buffet, 
Kilwin's, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Puebla Modern Mexican, Riverside Pizza & Pub, 
Salsa Verde, Skippy's Gyros, Smitty's on The Corner, The Finery & Blacksmith 
Bar, and Vintage 53. 
 Each restaurant showcased one to five of their signature food items either 
in person or at our dessert buffet in the museum. To tie in the history of each 
restaurant, the museum provided a panel with a write-up about their building, 
site and/or business written by our very own board member Steve Gibson. Colonial Cafe not only provided a 
sundae bar, they also parked their Kitchen Sink truck in front of the museum and hosted a prize spin wheel. 
Global Brew Taphouse sponsored our beer and wine offerings, along with a craft beer tasting as an added 
activity for the night. 
 Eddie Volkman of 103.9 The Fox came out for a live broadcast, and also hosted a tasting table.  This 
allowed nine restaurants and bars to present their food and drinks to Eddie, selected attendees, and listeners 
during his four on-air slots.  This was hugely successful, allowing us to showcase both the museum and our 

restaurant partners to those who did not attend. 
        There was a wide range of entertainment throughout 
the night: Lux Dance Studio provided mini dance lessons to 
start off the night, and we had 11 live auction baskets full of 
merchandise from local and non-local businesses–including a 
few vacation packages donated by two of our wonderful board 
members Kathy Brens and Joyce Cregier. Three of our summer 
volunteers– Amelia, Jennifer and Daniel–hosted the dessert 
buffet in the museum, and took Polaroid photographs for our 
guests to take home. 

Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest  Written by Amanda Wolf
Curator & Marketing Coordinator
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Event News
 At the end of the night, Eddie Volkman drew the winning ticket for the second annual Tri-Cities 50/50 
Community Raffle.  The winner took home $10,000!
 We cannot thank everyone enough for everything they did to facilitate the 2018 Foodie Fest. This event 
would not have been possible without all of our restaurants, entertainment, businesses, organizations, our 
guests and especially our sponsors. Thank you to our sponsors Kathy Brens in Loving Memory of Jack Brens, 
Colonial Cafe and Tom Anderson, Steve Gibson, Dellora A. and Lester J. Norris Foundation, West Valley 
Graphics, Paragon Flowers, The Hairy Ant, Banner Up Signs, Baker Community Center, Bill and Nancy Warner, 
Bob Matson, Buyers Realty, Don and Mary Regole, Forever Yogurt, Gordon & Karen Comstock, Mason, Faith 
& Brammeier, DDS, The MPW Group at Morgon Stanley, Murry Commercial, Re/Max Excels- Brian Henry,  
Riverstone Wealth Partners, LLC, Nancy Wolfe, Vintage 53, 103.9 The Fox, Empire Accounting & Tax Services, 
Mendel Plumbing & Heating, M. Louise Anderson and Tri-Cities Exchange Club.  

Upcoming Events 
Speakers Series
• (Aug. 31) Honoring the Soldiers  

of St. Charles
• (Sept. 19) St. Charles Radio Stations 
• (Nov. 9) Belgin Town
• (Nov. 13) Recreate Your WWI  

Soldier's Experience
• (Dec. 1) Exploring Holiday Traditions



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

The Charlemagne Newsletter Throwback

Top 20 of the 20th Century
 Karl Gartner was born in St. Charles on May 30, 1893. His father, Joseph Gartner, 
founded Gartner Bakery in 1890. Like many young men of his time, Karl worked in 
the family business until the United States entered World War I in 1917. 
 Karl was one of the first draftees in St. Charles. He was stationed in France and 
gained a reputation as a top-notch runner in his outfit. Runners were used to carry 
messages in the days before radio communication. This talent earned him the duty of 
delivering dispatch messages. 
 When Karl returned home from the war in 1919, he rejoined the family bakery 
business and eventually took over its management. 
 In November 1922, Karl married Anna Carse. They had three children. Karl was 
also a director of the St. Charles Savings and Loan, a life member of American 
Legion Post 342, a member of the VFW Post 5036, and an honorary life member of 
the Knights of Columbus. 
 In 1960, after almost 40 years of running Gartner Bakery, Karl retired. In his 
retirement, he pursued his long-time interest in photography. He captured many of 
the city's happenings, and his photographs were published in the local newspapers. 
Many of his photographic works are preserved in the archives of the St. Charles 
Heritage Center. 
 In 1973, Karl received the Charlemagne Award from the St. Charles Chamber of 
Commerce for his outstanding service to the community. Karl Gartner died in 1986.

This article below as featured in The Charlemagne Newsletter Volume XII, Issue 3, Fall 1999

Karl Gartner at Camp Upton, 
Long Island, NY c. May 1918


