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New Exhibit Explores Local Ties to Underground Railroad by Tim Kirsininkas 
Marketing Manager

We are excited to unveil the new spring exhibit at the 
St. Charles History Museum, “Ordinary People - 

Extraordinary Actions” which explores newly discovered 
local connections to the Underground Railroad and the 
abolitionist movement of the mid-1800s.

The exhibit centers around local folk artist and radical 
abolitionist Sheldon Peck, exploring his previously
unknown connections to regional abolitionist figures, whose 
work played a crucial role in providing freedom
seekers coming from southern slave states with a safe avenue 
to find new homes in Chicago and the Great Lakes
area. Peck’s artwork can be seen at museums around the United States such as the Art Institute of Chicago, the
Chicago History Museum, and the American Folk Art Museum in New York City. The St. Charles History Museum
is proud to have a prized original Sheldon Peck painting in its collection which will also be part of the exhibit.

New research from our Museum staff explores the local connections between Sheldon Peck
and the Kane County Anti-Slavery Society to other Civil War and abolitionist figures such as Allan Pinkerton,
Lyman Goodnow, John Farnsworth, Caroline Quarlls, and others. The new research explores many myths related
to local Underground Railroad operations, but also sheds new light on how active communities like St. Charles
were in the operations, thanks to the work of these local groups and individuals.

“We are so excited to present this new and groundbreaking research about the people behind the operation of
the Underground Railroad and their local connections,” said Executive Director Alison Costanzo. “What they did can 
easily be overshadowed by more well-known abolitionist figures, but there is no denying the importance of the work done 
by abolitionists right here in our local community, and we are proud to share their stories.”

Drop by to explore the exhibit and the fascinating stories of these ordinary people and their extraordinary actions! 



Letter from the Board 

- David Pietryla, Vice President

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

Become a Business Member 
and your logo will be 

featured in this space in the 
next newsletter
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Since joining the Board of Directors over a year ago, I have seen and 
participated in many fantastic Museum milestones and events. From our 
wildly-successful 85th Anniversary Celebration and Membership Drive, 
the Taste of St. Charles Foodie Fest, to our recent decision to embark on an 
important (and needed) strategic plan, these tremendous accomplishments 
make me proud to play a role in the Museum's governance and direction.

I’ve always believed, and will continue to believe, that the Museum is one 
of the great influential civic organizations of our community. As I regularly 
reflect on our work, it solidifies, for me, this belief and reinforces my 
commitment to the Museum’s work and mission. 

Reflection also reaffirms for me that the Museum is not merely a building, 
idly standing downtown, but a living thing, really. A force that influences 
how people see and feel about St. Charles. The Museum is the keeper of St. 
Charles’ history, which is to also say the keeper of its soul. 

What a great responsibility we have as directors, to influence and assist 
in the steering of this great ship – the keepers of our civic identity. If the 
preceding year is any indication, the Museum’s Board and staff are on 
the proverbial right track. The Museum is well governed. It’s growing, it’s 
engaging, it’s preserving and, most importantly, sharing the essential stories 
that make up the greater St. Charles story. 

As St. Charles’ history is well kept, its future is also bright. The Museum will 
continue to be an important source of pride for me. It’s important that this 
fact remain – for me and for St. Charles. 



-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director
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Letter from the Director
Dear Friends of the Museum,
It was another year of major progress for us at the St. Charles History Museum! Back in the beginning of January, 
we held our annual meeting of the Board of Directors and members, and on February 4th, I gave our annual 
presentation to the City Council. Needless to say, there has been a lot to recap! We held several large-scale events, 
added programming, stepped up our outreach in the community, and saw continued increases in visitorship and 
gift shop sales, as we welcomed over 12,000 visitors in 2018. 

We kicked off last year by holding our 85th Anniversary Celebration and 
Membership Drive Luncheon at Hotel Baker. We packed the house and 
are proud to say that the event helped us bring in about 50 additional 
members. In June, we once again held our “Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest” 
which brought in 300 attendees as we partnered with 21 local restaurants. 
This is always one of our marquee events of the year; and this year we 
hope to expand on its success by bringing in additional restaurants from 
surrounding communities this year. 

In the fall, we partnered with the Downtown St. Charles Partnership 
and St. Charles Public Library to hold the inaugural historic walkable 
downtown tour. This self-guided tour features signs at over 20 historic locations around the downtown St. Charles 

area with historical facts and information. If you haven’t taken a 
walk to explore the stories of our local buildings and historic sites, I 
encourage you to do so once the weather warms up! 

Additional events that we hosted were the Historic Home trolley 
tours, Mystery History Food Crawl, Grave Reminders Cemetery 
Walk, the Holiday Hotspot Open House at the Electric Light parade, 
and more. We also got some exposure on the national scale as local 
resident celebrity Donnie Wahlberg dropped by as part of his A&E 
Reality TV Series, Wahlburgers. 

We are currently moving forward with our Strategic Planning project. 
We have completed the first phase of planning as we collected over 

180 surveys from our community stakeholders - thank you to all who took the survey and provided feedback! The 
next steps in the process are to analyze the results with our Board of Directors, and to hold a focus group to delve 
more into aspects of our future plans. This process will help us to better guide us in our mission of preserving and 
telling the stories of our vibrant and beautiful city. 

Thank you to everyone who visited, volunteered at, or donated to the museum in 2018. We couldn’t have done it 
without you and we are excited to continue building with you into the future! 

Museum staff accepted the special recognition for 
our 85th Anniversary at the Charlemagne Awards 
on February 8

Attendees at the inaugural walkable downtown tour 
at St. Charles Library in September 2018
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The Charlemagne Newsletter
Thank You to our 2018 Donors! 

$25 +
Phyllis Alberts 
Janice Amos 
Jane Anderson 
Deanna Banner 
Becky Blaine
James O. Breen 
Donald Brod
Johan & Carol Bayer 
Gary Beck 
Mary Ann Carlson-Morgan 
Terry Carlson
Mikell Darling 
Sharon Darling 

$100 +
Jon Arthur Anderson 
Robert & Kathleen Andrini
Larry Brucher
Daniel Campbell
Jill Card
Ami Christiansen 
Bill & Mary Cox 
William & Nancy Cox 
Joyce Creiger 
Kevin Dean
Mark & Diane Eads 

Bernard Deutsch
Dirk Durant
Louis & Joan Dries
Rudy De Weirdt
James Fleming 
Claudia Frost
Carol Glemza 
Gunnar Hanson
Heather Kirk 
Dan & Sue Klinkhamer  
Nora Kohlert 
Maria Kolek 
Larry & Rebecca Lenard
Leon London

Larry Maholland
Mary Majors
Megan McCarthy 
Lorna M. Meirsonne 
Tracy Minnec 
Jon Morgan 
Patricia Nerad
Al Patten
Mike Penny
Brian Reis 
Pat Roche 
Mark Ross 
Marilyn Stewart
Barb Stilling

Judy & Jerry Swanson
Scott Talbot Lewis
Jerry Turnquist
Sandra Van Goethem
Joanne VanBogaert
Joyce Voss 
Richard Webb 
Rivian Wolf 
Jack & Victoria Zimmerman 

Gloria Fellows
Kevin Gaffney 
John & Edie Glenn 
Robert Gorecki 
Greater St. Charles 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 
Bradley & Meredith 
Gunter 
Wyonne Hegland
Diane Hemmingsen
Mike Hill

Jon & Karen Hull
Ron & Jody Jaynes
Philip & Sue Kessler 
Gloria Klimek 
Mark & Marcia Koenen 
Phil Krahenbuhl
Dan Marshall
Mary Ann Minnec 
Leo Michelotti 
Patricia Nee McCornack 
Neal Ormond
David Pietryla 

Pottawatomie Garden Club
Steve & Darlene Riebe 
Sue Throne 
James Screeden 
Ron & Marcia Silkaitis 
Steven Smunt 
Thornapple Questers
Brian Warner 
Harold Withey Jr., Nancy 
Moenk-Withey
Chris Woelffer 
John Weitzel

$250 +
Karen & Brian Graf
Warren & Lynn Beeh 
Diana & Doug Brown
Rick & Sabrina Dahl 

Jim DiCiaula
Ken & Mary Hildreth 
Fran & Sharon Kostel 
Thomas & Patricia Pretz
John & Cheryl Rabchuk

Tom Russe 
St. Charles Park District 
Harrison Schneider 
Jack & Bette Wagner 

$500+
Doug Bella, David Hunt 
Pam Bierman
Michael Dixon
Jon Duerr
Gordon Gunnlaugsson 

Karen & Glenn Harks 
John E. Klosowski, Nancy 
Wolfe
Craig Larsen
Paul Lencioni 
Bob Matson

Bob & Sue McDowell 
Anna Meltzer 
Randy Norris
William & Nancy 
Warner 

$1,000 +
Bob Berry
Colonial Cafe and Ice 
Cream 
Edward Klosowski
Lester & Dellora A. Norris 
Foundation
Fred & Annette Schramm 
Robert Zimmers
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January Shutdown Recap
Collection News

by Amanda Helfers
Collections & Exhibitions Manager

For the third year in a row, we temporarily closed our doors to 
the public in order to complete important projects around the 
Museum. The 2019 shutdown was a year of “smaller” projects. 
While a general plan and timeline was established, naturally all 
the smaller projects began to bleed into and over the others. 

The first step of Shutdown was to remove our WWI exhibit. 
Amelia Deering, former intern and curator of the exhibit,  came 
back to help take it down and put the uniforms and artifacts 
back in their boxes at our off-site storage. We then began 
cleaning out the office space and moving everything (and I mean 
EVERYTHING) into the exhibit hall. The City of St. Charles 
Public Works came during the second week to take out a counter 
in the office and take away the meeting room table that had been 
with the museum since 2001. Staff then got busy patching and painting walls throughout the museum including the 
gift shop and display window walls. Volunteers worked through the three years of donation backlog and completed 
documentation of almost 75% of the backlog. 

Staff was also busy working on curating the new temporary exhibit on the Underground Railroad in St. Charles 
by completing new research, collaborating with other 
institutions in the area, and figuring out the layout for 
the exhibit. On top of all this, we were also reconfiguring 
office spaces to allow all staff and volunteers to have tehir 
own desks and workspaces. The office situation is still a 
work in progress as we fine tune where things fit best and 
weed out any unnecessary items, but we are in a better 
working situation with the new office spaces.  

Mother Nature was not our friend. Due to the snow and 
then extreme cold, we had to cancel five days of volunteer 
work. Though staff was able to work from home, the 
onsite projects were then put on hold. We could not 
have accomplished the amount that we did without our 
wonderful volunteers who dedicated their time week after 

week to help us paint and inventory backlog. Over the four weeks, we had nearly 30 helpful volunteers contribute 
their efforts.

While there are still projects to be finished, January 2019 Shutdown was a complete success!   

Museum volunteers hard at work documenting the museum's 
collection backlog

Director Alison Costanzo and Collections Manager Amanda 
Helfers begin the preliminary stages of the new exhibit layout
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Museum News
Meet our New Marketing Manager  

Upcoming Events 

Hello everyone! My name is Tim Kirsininkas, the new Marketing 
Manager at the Museum. I graduated from Northern Illinois University 
in December of 2017 with a Bachelor of Arts in Communications with 
minors in Journalism and Political Science, and I am excited to join the 
Museum team and put my skills to work.  

I have a deep personal connection to my hometown of St. Charles, 
where I have lived since age five. Throughout High School and  College, 
I worked at local historic businesses in our community like the Blue 
Goose Market and St. Charles Paddlewheel Riverboats. From 2016 to 
2018, I worked as the Communications Intern in Mayor Ray Rogina’s 
office and helped run the City’s social media, wrote news releases, and 
worked on the monthly City-wide newsletter. 

Throughout the week, I work with the Communications and Marketing team at St. Charles Public Library, 
while performing duties for the History Museum on nights and weekends. I originally joined the Museum 
as a 2018 shutdown volunteer, and was recruited to help out with special social media projects as needed 
throughout the year. When an opening became available on the Museum staff, Alison gave me a call and I 
jumped at the opportunity! 

My main goals are to increase the Museum’s exposure in our local media outlets, and explore new and 
unique ways to market the Museum and Curious Fox Gift Shop. We have an ambitious plan to increase our 
attendance and Gift Shop sales this year, so I hope to play an important role in accomplishing those goals. 

I am so excited to join the team and to help tell the story of my beautiful hometown! 

Screening of "Sheldon Peck, 
Portrait of an Ordinary Man in 
Extraordinary Times"
Saturday, March 2 - 11 a.m.
Join us for this special screening 
and celebration of the local legacy 
of Sheldon Peck and our local 
abolitionist figures. 

$5, Free for Members
RSVP Required 

www.stcmuseum.org 
Murder on the Bayou - Murder Mystery Night 
at Pheasant Run Resort 
Friday, April 12 - 6 p.m.
Join Pheasant Run Resort at this Murder Mystery 
fundraising event to benefit the St Charles History 
Museum. Vero Voce will present Murder on the 
Bayou, an original murder mystery interactive 
event written exclusively for this event and set in 
1920s New Orleans!

$75 per Ticket - RSVP Required
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Museum News
New Deals and Specials in 2019 by Jessica McCann

Public Engagment Coordinator

This year, some exciting changes are coming to The Curious Fox Gift 
Shop! We will be introducing weekly and monthly specials. These 
sales will be on featured items that will be advertised on our Facebook, 
Instagram, and website. From February throught the end of March, buy 
2 candles of any size and get a 4oz candle or 6oz wax melt for free! 

Additionally, we are excited to be rolling out a new punch card system. 
When you visit The Curious Fox Gift Shop and make a $20 purchase, 
you will receive a punch on your loyalty card. Once all 10 punches are 
filled, you will receive a $25.00 gift card to the shop! 

As always, we offer plenty of great deals for our members. Be sure to 
drop by next time you're at the museum to shop uniquely St. Charles 
wares! 

Make Your Next Event a Historic One!
Make your next event a historic one by renting out the St. Charles History Museum - we are excited to offer new event 
rental packages! If you’re looking for a unique venue to host your next meeting, birthday party, family reunion, baby 
or bridal shower, look no further than our historic building. Our 1,500 square foot exhibit hall and outdoor patio are 
available to rent at $85 per hour for museum members and $110 an hour for non-members. Rental packages include 
private access to the museum building, access to kitchen and refrigerator space, audio and visual equipment, and 
flexible seating arrangements. 

Our dedicated museum staff is also excited to offer a variety of themed parties for an additional fee including: 

• Party Like It’s 1933 Prohibition Recall/1920’s Speakeasy 
• Decade Themes
• Pickle-Themed Party
• Night at the Museum
• Pickle-Themed Party (Kids)
• History Detectives (Kids) 

Please note that the rental packages do not  include food or alcohol, and additional fees may apply. We are excited 
to roll out these new options and to work with you on making your next event a historic one! Please conatct Public 
Engagment Coordinator Jessica McCann at (630) 584-6967 or jmccann@stcmuseum.org for more information. 



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

Leave a Legacy With a Brick Paver 
Bricks make great gifts to commemorate your love of St. Charles! Bricks are also a great to way to remember a loved one 
and to to inspire those who come after.

They can create a lasting legacy, so add your name, or the name of someone special to 
you. Brick pavers will be displayed on the main walkway into the Museum, in addition 
to a veterans section near the flag poles. Bricks can feature the names of people 
who have touched someone’s heart, loved the Museum, or made an impact in our 
community, in ways big or small.

The brick paver is "4x8" and can feature an icon, three lines of text, and thirteen characters per line. You will also receive 
information on the location of your brick.

Each engraved brick paver is $125, which includes the cost of the paver, the engraving, and a donation to the St. Charles 
History Museum. Your gift ensures that both your legacy—and our community’s rich history—are preserved for future 
generations. Gift certificates for bricks available too

For more information, visit www.stcmuseum.org/brickpaver or contact the Musuem. 


