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Spring/SummerExhibit 2016 : April 2016-Sepember 2016
INDUSTRY
How St. Charles Industries Powered to Victory During World War II
As World War II took over Europe and Asia, the U.S. government prepared for the possibility of becoming involved by 
enlarging its military, strengthening relationships with its allies, and 
converting America’s industries to producing war materials instead of 
civilian goods. “Conversion” was the key issue in American economic life 
from 1940-1942.  Many local companies converted to military production 
during this time period.   

During the war, many St. Charles residents enlisted in the Armed Forces. 
Those who stayed at home did their duty by working in  local factories, 
buying war bonds, and conserving for the war effort.  St. Charles industries 
also did their part by changing their factories to manufacturing for the 
war effort, including the Howell Company, St. Charles Manufacturing Co., 
Operadio, Hawley Products, and Howard Aircraft.  Each company, with its unique skills and products, produced military 
materials that would go on to help strengthen the U.S. and its Allies and would eventually help win the war. 

St. Charles contains an excellent collection of historic houses from the 19th and early 20th centuries.  Buildings in St. 
Charles’s historic districts are known for their quality of construction and craftsmanship.  Many are over one hundred 
years old and, if properly maintained, will last indefinitely.

Dr. Smunt’s presentation will cover the following topics:
• Why We Love Our Old Houses
• A Review of Recently Designated Sites
• House Plaques:  Organizational & Official
• Legal Criteria & The Historic Preservation Ordinance
• The Process of Landmarking Structures
Space is limited and RSVP is required by May 12, 2016. To RSVP please call 630.584.6967, visit our events section
on our website at www.stcmuseum.org or e-mail info@stcmuseum.org.  Fee: Members: $5 Non Members $10

Saturday Speaker Series: May 14, 2016 11am-12pm
The Best Old Houses In St. Charles - Designated Residential Landmarks
Presented by Dr. Steve Smunt
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Tom Anderson
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Joe Schelstreet
Mike Shortall

Staff
Alison Costanzo, Exe. Director

Amanda Wolf, Curator & Marketing 
Coordinator

My wife Barbara and I moved to the St. Charles area 26 years ago. My first 
vivid memory of the community was attending Christmas Eve services at the 
Congregational Church on Walnut and Third Streets on a picturesque winter 
evening. It is the oldest church in town. Its steeple bell once was used as the town’s 
fire call for volunteers.

This past autumn when preparing for my position as president, I conducted 
individual meetings with our board members, and what a delightful experience 
and a history lesson in listening to these dedicated volunteers.

Carol Glemsa (Swanson) participates on our educational committee and is a 
longtime employee/volunteer of the St. Charles Park District. Swanson pool at 
Pottawatomie Park was named for her and her dad’s dedicated involvement with 
the park district.

Tom Anderson, who is our membership chair, is the owner of St. Charles’ oldest 
family business known today as Colonial Cafe restaurants.

Kathy Fleming is our fundraising chair, her father was Leroy Oakes. A large 
expanding forest preserve west of Randall Road is named in honor of his 
significant involvement with the Kane County Forest Preserve.

Joe Schelstreet, finance chair for the museum and the St. Charles Fire Chief, 
is a descendent of the 1840s Belgian community which provided an early 
manufacturing base and significant cultural influence to our town.

Hearing these history recollections by our own board members and launching our 
first presentation of our Saturday Speaker Series (The Anti- Slavery Movement in 
Black by Jeanne Schultz Angel) provides the museum with a solid knowledge base 
and connection to history within our greater community.

In addition to the new educational programs, over the next few months the 
Museum will continue to go through a number of changes with installation of our 
new permanent exhibit. The Museum will also be hosting two new summer events 
the Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest and Family Fun day.

The Museum has gone through a number of changes in the last year, and in 
mid-April, Alison Costanzo, our Executive Director, will begin a family leave of 
absence to have her first child. We wish her and husband Steve well. Amanda Wolf, 
our newly hired Curator and Marketing Coordinator,  will be working full-time 
to represent the St. Charles History Museum on-site administratively. During this 
time, Alison and I will be available via e-mail, telephone or my frequent visits to 
museum. 

Remember history is made every day.  -Edward Klosowski,  Board President

Museum Hours
Tuesday - Saturday

10 am - 4 pm

About Us
Phone: 630.584.6967

E-mail: info@stcmuseum.org
stcmuseum.org

215 E Main St
St. Charles, IL 60119

Connect With Us

/StCharlesHistoryMuseum @STCHistoryMuseum

Letter from the President 



-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director
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Permanent Exhibit Update

Hello Friends of the Museum,

It is hard to believe that it is already the end of April and summer 
will be just around the corner. We kicked the new year off with 
our first Saturday Speaker series program in February on the 
Underground Railroad in Northern Illinois and it was a huge 
success. We plan on having a number of Saturday Speakers 
throughout the remainder of the year and the next program is 
planned for May 14th. In addition to our speaker series we hosted 
our 40s Night at the Arcada event which featured live music 
performed by the Flat Cats, dance lessons from Vargo Dance 
Studio and great appetizers provided by our Presenting Sponsor 
the Arcada Theatre. We had over 100 people attend the event, 
everyone had a fantastic time, and because of the success of the 
event, we plan on hosting a similar event in 2017. 

With the wrap up of 40s Night, the Museum is working on our 
summer events the Best of St. Charles Foodie Festival, a 21 and 
older event on Saturday July 30, 2016, 5pm-9pm. The event will 
feature small plates of food from local St. Charles restaurants, 
craft beverages,  a silent auction, raffle, and game of Mystery Wine & Dine. 
The next day, the Museum will host our first Family Fun Day on July 31, 
2016, 11am-4pm complete with carnival games, food, and live music. 

As our Board President noted, the museum has had a change in staff, we were 
saddened to lose Brigid Leavy—our Curator—at the end of January to a new 
position in Washington DC but we wish her the best in her new position 
and future endeavours.  We were very fortunate to fill the position very 
quickly and hire Amanda Wolf our Museum Intern. Amanda has stepped 
into the role with ease, and over the next month and half she will be acting 
as Interim Director while I am on family leave. During my time off I will still 
be involved with the happenings at the museum, specifically coordinating 
the installation of the permanent exhibit and the planning of our two new 
summer events.  

A Word from the Director

Amanda Wolf, Jes Raye and Alison Costanzo

Pre-settlement and Early Settlement Oral History and Historic Photo 
Kiosk. Donated by Ralph and Ginny 
Minard in honor of Bob Matson and 

Joan Arteberry Zavitz—two of St. 
Charles finest citizens.

Camp Kane and Civil War

Concept drawings of the new permanent exhibit opening July 2016.

First Saturday Speaker Series Program
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“The Red Cross has often seemed to be the friendly hand of this nation, reaching across the sea to 
sustain its fighting men.” -Dwight Eisenhower

St. Charles social leader Dellora Angell Norris was considered the “mother” of her hometown, her 
family looked on as St. Charles’ first citizens for their generosity and giving of their wealth towards the 
betterment of their community.

At the time of the Second World War, Dellora and her husband Lester J. Norris had just donated the 
new Del-Nor Hospital Building (named for Dellora Norris) on N. 5th Ave. and—with her uncle Col. 
Edward J. Baker—the stunning Art Moderne Municipal Building, whose octagonal tower has become 
an unmistakable symbol of St. Charles, and at the time represented the pinnacle of the City’s progress 
as a one-of-a-kind modern town.

Featured Article
Dellora Norris: Red Cross in WWII

With the coming of war, the American Red Cross had already begun their support of the affected 
nations in 1939. The Red Cross was part of a larger Red Cross—the Comité International Geneve—that 
originated in Geneva, Switzerland in the 1800s. Since its creation, the Red Cross has been committed to help and 
protect those affected by armed conflict, and all those in need with relief effort and aid given to all the world’s people. 
Through disasters, pandemics, and war, the Red Cross has been there to lend their helping hand.

In peacetime, the Red Cross was used to running first aid, safety, and public health programs. They trained nurses for 
hospitals and the military, and during the war, saw their highest increase in numbers of volunteers. They prepared 
materials and supplies and ran blood drives for allied soldiers and civilians overseas.

At home, support for the war was strong as Americans did what they could to contribute to the fight. Col. Baker bought 
the first war bond and sold them beneath the portrait of him & Greyhound in the flag-decorated lobby of his Hotel. His 
niece Dellora joined the Red Cross, and as part of the local chapter, volunteered her time sewing garments going 
overseas. These gestures are what St. Charles’ first family are remembered for—their generosity and non-pretentious 
attitude that have made them such a big part of our history.

Recently, the family of Mrs. Norris donated her Red Cross uniform to the museum collection, we are proud to 
announce its inclusion in our new exhibit: Industry in St. Charles, detailing the home front and how our town 
supported the war. We invite you to come to the History Museum today and see Dellora’s and other interesting artifacts 
from our City’s rich history.  —Zack VerVynck, Collections Volunteer          

Upcoming Events & Programs

Family Fun 
Day

July 31st, 11am- 4pm

This event will include 
carnival games, dunk tank, 
and activities for all ages, 

food, living history, and a live 
band.

Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest
July 30th, 5pm - 9:00pm

This 21+ event will feature small plates of food and 
craft beverage offerings from local restaurants. 

Each restaurants booth will feature a history of their 
building and historic photographs. Make sure to put 
on your dancing shoes and enjoy  DJ Lukey Luke and 
dance lessons provided by Vargo Dance Studio.  The 
event will also include a silent auction and raffle with 

three chances to win $1000.

Raffle Tickets on Sale 
Now

Drawing July 30th, 8:30pm

$10 Each
Three Chances to Win 

$1000! 
Stop in the Museum to 

Purchase or call for us to 
mail. 
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Although the 1940s was a decade dominated by 
World War II, it was also a time of great fashion, music 
and dancing.  Ron Onesti graciously offered the museum 
the use of the Arcada for us to showcase this part of 
history. With over 140 guests, the 40s Night at the Arcada 
was a great success. The Flat Cats performed live and kept 
the crowd entertained all night.  

The night was filled with gracious sponsors. 
Vargo Dance Studio kept the guests dancing all night long and even gave free dance lessons.  
Buyers Realty paid for our advertisements on 103.9 The Fox which aired 16 commercials.  
Daily Herald gave us five advertisements and WRMN 1410 had me on air for two hours 
talking about the museum.  Ron Onesti, Harry & David, Grahams, L’Eiffel Bistrot and 
Harner’s Bakery all donated food or desserts.  Paragon Flowers donated all of the decorations 
that were around the room. Our Board President Ed Klosowski donated the money for our three 
winners of the costume contest and Kathy Brens our Past President donated the money to be our liquor 
sponsor for the event.  Erica Behringer was our photographer for the night and we will be sharing those 
on our social media. Our Wine and Dine ring toss game had donations of wine from all over the area 
along with gift cards from Blue Goose, Altiro, Lou Malnatis, Georgios, El Taco Grande, Pal Joeys, Gia 
Mia, L’ Eiffel Bistrot, Kabuki, Incontro A Tavola, Claddah , Houlihans, Jose Maria’s, Sergios, Riganato, 
Preservation Bread and Wine, Hache, Gen Hoe, Za Za, Office, Puebla, Szchwan, Wok n’ Fire, Francesca’s, 
Panera, and Buffalo Wild Wings. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers. We couldn’t have had as sucessful night as we did without all of our volunteers. Thanks to  
Jes Raye, Liz Koch, Allen Webb, Zack VerVynck, Carissa Bolvin, Diana Brown, Sue Glad, Sue Villanova, Carol Glemza, Barb 
Stilling, Brian Henry, Bob Matson, Mike Shortall, and Joe Schelstreet. 

Event Updates 
St. Patricks Day Parade  
March 12th, 2016
St. Patricks Day is a very popular holiday in St. Charles 
which was shown by the participation and turnout for 
the parade on March 12th.  Being close to the end of 
the parade route we set up tables with cookies, Green 
River Soda, punch, Leprechaun Bags for purchase and a 
Shamrock Wand craft for kids and adults who are kids 
at heart.  Our very own board president Ed Klosowski 
lead the opening of the parade. The museum kept busy 
throughout the day with close to 500 hundred visitors. 
Alison and I could not have managed the day without 
the help of our wonderful volunteers and board 
members who helped out.  Thank you to all who helped 
and visited during the parade.

-Amanda Wolf
Curator & Marketing Coordinator 

-Amanda Wolf
Curator & Marketing Coordinator

40s Night at the Arcada 
March 31, 2016

Mike Shortall, Board Member
Ed Klosowski, Board 
President in parade

Kids craft at the Museum



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

Membership News

As the museum continues to change and grow it is important for us to have current information for our 
members.  This ensures that our members stay up to date with everything that is happening at the museum. 
Please mail the form below back or send us an e-mail to info@stcmuseum.org with the following information.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Update your contact information




