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Fall Exhibit 2016 : September 2016 - December 2016

 Arcada Theatre: Celebrating 90 years
Step back in time and see the history of the Arcada Theatre. Through ups and downs, and twists 
and turns, the lovely Arcade Building has stood as the Norris family’s grand palace of the arts 
since 1926. 

Before Lester J. Norris was the CEO of Texaco, he dreamed of being a famous cartoonist, a 
dream he gave up to manage his other responsibility: Texaco, and carry the company through 
the Great Depression. The Arcada Theatre is a lasting legacy of Mr. Norris’s career as an artist 
and of the early days of cinema. Step back into Old Spain—the ultramodern lobby welcomes 
you—and experience a world of grandeur, of old world opulence and baronial charm. A place 
that could only be built in the crazy 20s, a time of excess and extravagance mixed with the most 
modern of technologies
See the Arcada and Step inside History, today! Our new temporary exhibit will tell you all about it and how the Arcada has played a 
surprising role in the development of the downtown. The exhibit will open along with Ron Onesti’s new Club Arcada and in honor of 
the Theatre’s Grand Opening on Labor Day 90 years ago. 
Arcada Theatre: Celebrating 90 Years will open this September and be on exhibit until the end of 2016!

     Saturday Speaker Series: November 12th at 6 - 9pm
An Evening With Col. Baker’s Legendary Trotter Greyhound

 Presented by Nan Brejc, Jan Heine, & Vanessa Bell-LaSota

Join us to learn the 
compelling history of 
the McCornack family,  
McCornack Oil, and how 
Texaco Oil  would come to St. 
Charles. 

Space is limited and RSVP is 
required by October 20, 2016. 
To RSVP please call 
630.584.6967, visit our events 
section on our website at www.stcmuseum.org or e-mail 
info@stcmuseum.org.  

Fee: Members: $5 Non Members $10

Hotel Baker Stables was known for 
champion Standardbred harness 
race horses that were owned by 
Col. Baker.  The star of the stable 
was the great grey gelding named 
Greyhound.  Greyhound set an 
astonishing 25 world records and 
never disappointed the crowds that 
came to see him perform.  
Please join us as we present the history of Greyhound’s nearly 
three decade career including his retirement. Some never before 
seen photographs from Col. Baker's collection will be included 
in the lecture.
Space is limited and RSVP is required by November 9, 2016. To 
RSVP please call 630.584.6967, visit our events section on our 
website at stcmuseum.org, or e-mail info@stcmuseum.org.  

Saturday Speaker Series: October 22nd at 1pm 
The Legacy of C.S. McCornack
Presented by Patricia Clarrissimeaux
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This summer has moved quickly with the return of Alison 
Costanzo, Director of the St. Charles History Museum, from 
maternity leave, along with the anticipation of hosting our 
major fundraisers. Foodie Fest and Family Fun were held the 
last weekend of July. Amanda Wolf, our Curator, has filled 
in solidly in Alison’s absence coordinating with many of our 
festival vendors.

As I spent significant time this summer at the museum, 
it has been enjoyable to receive past St. Charles residents 
returning for a vacation with their families. They have 
shared so many fond memories: golfing at Burr Hill, 
swimming as a teenager in the Fox River, tobogganing at 
Potawatomi Park, and loving Colonial Ice Cream. A visitor 
from Atlanta said, “Georgia is nice, but I miss the quaintness 
of St. Charles.”

We have received two major contributions this year from 
Ralph and Ginny Minard and from the estate of Jane Peterson. 
Both donations were for $10,000. These funds will be equally 
distributed to support our investment reserve, develop new 
exhibits, and fund operating expenses. We are very grateful to 
these individuals for their generosity.

There are currently three openings on our St. Charles History Museum board. Please contact 
me if you are interested or know of a qualified candidate. Normally a committee assignment 
with an initial orientation meeting starts the nomination process.

We have begun planning our annual membership event, coordinated by Tom Anderson, 
our Membership Chair. The purpose is to reacquaint our membership with our museum 
activities and to showcase our new exhibits. It also allows us to thank our lifetime members 
for their assistance.

Again, history is being made every day at our 
museum. Please visit and observe our staff, 
board members, volunteers, and interns in 
action. You might just like what you see and 
want to get personally involved!

- Ed Klosowski, President

Museum Hours
Tuesday - Saturday

10 am - 4 pm

Closed Sunday-Monday and 
Major Holidays

About Us
Phone: 630.584.6967

E-mail: info@stcmuseum.org
stcmuseum.org

Connect With Us
/StCharlesHistoryMuseum @STCHistoryMuseum

Letter from the President 

Plaque noting donation on Arcada Kiosk 

Kiosk that will feature history of 
the Arcada Theatre and videos 

about St. Charles History 

 215 E. Main Street
           St. Charles IL, 60174



-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director
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Permanent Exhibit Update

Hello, Friends of the Museum,
What a wonderful summer we have had at the Museum, and there is more to come this fall.  
The summer started out with my returning from family leave as our Board President already 
mentioned. I am happy to note that Wyatt, the new addition to our family is doing well and 
is getting bigger every day. Upon returning to the Museum we began gearing up for the 
Museum's annual fundraising events, which expanded to a two-day event. We couldn’t have 
asked for better weather, both events were well attended, and we raised over $20,000. Our 
Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest featured fantastic food from local restaurants, a great view, and 
everyone enjoyed the DJ. Our Family Fun Day was a huge hit with the dunk tank featuring 
Ron Onesti, the trackless train, and face painting; everyone had a fun filled afternoon.
 
In addition to our fundraising efforts, we are finalizing the first phase of the redevelopment 
of the permanent exhibit hall and are planning on having the project completed by October. I 
am also pleased to announce that the Museum was awarded $10,000 from the Grand Victoria 
Riverboat Fund to complete the remaining portion of the permanent exhibit hall redevelopment project in 2017.  
 
Over the summer our temporary exhibit Industry was well received. Many visitors enjoyed learning about WWII and the local businesses 
that supported the war effort. Our interns have been hard at work developing our second temporary exhibit for the year called Arcada 
Theatre: Celebrating 90 Years. The exhibit will open in mid- September and run through the end of 2016.

The Museum is again working with the St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau during Scarecrow 
Fest October 7-9 2016. We will be offering a craft and scavenger hunt that will be available for all ages. We 
will also be submitting a scarecrow for the fest and have a booth on Saturday the 8th near the Municipal 
Building. The booth will offer a craft and there will be items from our gift shop including our new walking 
tour.
 
The Museum is partnering again with the Downtown Partnership during this year’s Holiday Homecoming 
on November 26th. The Museum, also known as the Holiday Hot Spot, will be open prior to the parade and 
we will offer hot cider, cookies and face painting. The St. Charles Park District will provide a craft for the 
evening. In the spirit of Black Friday, the Museum gift shop will have a sale. Make sure to check out some 
of our new items including a new Christmas ornament, T-shirts, coffee mugs, and fox themed items. Please 
check out website for additional details and times.
 
On Tuesday, December 1, 2016, I encourage you to remember us for #GivingTuesday and give back to your  
community in a meaningful way. From end of year giving to volunteering, #GivingTuesday is a great way to 
get involved with your community and support non-profit organizations like the 
St. Charles History Museum.

A Word from the Director

Our new Native American panel View from the entryway of our new exhibits 

Amanda Wolf, Alison Costanzo, 
and Lauren Cuchna from Fabric 
Images standing infront of our 
one of a kind magnetic fabric 
interactive kiosk and projector 
screen.

On August 8th Amanda Wolf and I went to 
a roundtable discussion with Congressman 

Peter Roskum to inform him about what 
local museums and libraries do and need.
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Featured Article

Upcoming Events & Programs

Holiday 
Hot Spot

November 26th

Join us for Cookies, Hot 
Cider, Crafts and 
your holiday gifts 

during the Electric Light 
Parade.

Scarcrow Fest
October 8th

Municipal Building Parking Lot

11-1pm

Join us for a craft, 
St. Charles merchandise, 

information on our 
upcoming events, and 

exhibits.  

Mystery History 

Downtown St. Charles
 Food Crawl

October 14th, 2016  6pm-9pm 21+

Join us and St. Charles Park District for 
this a fun filled evening as we explore 
downtown eateries and discover the 

ties St. Charles has to U.S. History.
Food and trivia fun at each stop.

Resident $25 Non- Resident $38

When Alison Costanzo discovered that I, a volunteer, liked maps, she set me 
a mission: find out where the original oldest known map of St. Charles (then 
"Charleston") was kept. The museum had a photocopy of the 1837 survey 
map but she wanted access to the orignal in order to make a high-quality 
digital scan for museum records. One clue - the photocopied map looked 
like a page from a book. 

I had seen the map reproduced in several books in the St. Charles history 
section of the St. Charles Public Library so I went there first, hoping that the 
books might give a source credit for the illustration. I found the illustrations 
readily enough, but no credits. However, while looking through a 1983 
master's thesis by Ruth Ann Bedrosian about histoncal preservation in St. 
Charles, I came across her account of surveyor Mark Fletcher's map and it 
was footnoted: Kane County Recorder Deed Record. A look online quickly 
found that the search was over. 

I went to the Recorder's office to see if I could look at the original, but it 
turned out that books that old are stored off-site. They were kind enough 
to put a digital copy of the same quality on my thumb drive for me and I 
brought it in to Alison. She called the Kane County Recorder and got a high-quality digital scan immediately at 
the speed of email. Mission accomplished. 

 - Jim Manos, Collection Volunteer 

P. S. The Kane County Recorder's office was still making changes to the map as recently as 1970, to note the vacating of 
original streets (including crossing them out! See the picture above!) and where to find new deed numbers.

Volunteer Experience: My Map Quest
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Annual Fundraising Weekend Written by Amanda Wolf
Curator & Marketing Coordinator

Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest

Family Fun Day

St. Charles is known for having a plethora of restaurants and bars which was the deciding factor to host an event that showcases this 
aspect.  Planning this event we were unsure of the response we would get but are honored to say that 17 restaurants were present or 
donated appetizers, entrees or desserts for the event.  

On the parking deck behind the museum, Abby's Breakfast and Lunch, Arcada Theatre, Dave's Slow Food, The Evergreen Pub & 
Grill, The Finery, McNally's, Charleston on the River, and The Spotted Fox Ale House were all present at the event while Salernos on 
the Fox and Macarena Tapas donated food.  At each food booth there was a history of their building and restaurant written by Steve 
Gibson from the Historic Commission. Steve is also our newest board member.  On the deck we also had DJ Lukey Luke providing 
entertainment throughout the night, Silent Auction, Mystery Wine and Dine ring toss game, and $10 raffle tickets being sold. 

In front of the museum Colonial Cafe had a prize spin wheel and their Kitchen Sink truck. The Office and Euclid Beverages provided 
the wine and beer that were served and the Daily Hearld was present as one of our media sponsors.

Inside the museum we showcased our new permanent exhibit and a table featuring donated desserts from Colonial Cafe, Harvest 
Restaurant, Panera Bread, Romano's, Salsa Verde, Smallcakes, and Two Wild Seeds.

The night ended with our winners of this year's raffle; Rett Humke, Nancy French and Steve Stanley.

The year 2016 has been a year of growth and new opportunities for the Museum.  For our annual fundraiser this year we decided 
to host a two day event that allowed us to engage both adults and families in unique ways.  On the beautiful weekend of July 
30th and 31st we hosted our first annual Best of St. Charles Foodie Fest and Family Fun Day.  These events were not only sucessful 
financially, we also had over 200 attendees each day and formed partnerships with local businesses many of which were new to 
the St. Charles History Museum.

Family Fun Day was a day filled with activities for all ages.  The children had fun playing the varitey of carnival games we had 
throughout the deck run by our wonderful volunteers and the St. Charles Park District. In our dunk tank we were honored to have Ed 
Klosowski our board president, Phil from Abby's Breakfast and Grill (who dressed up in a bacon costume!), and Ron Onesti from the 
Arcada Theatre (who was generous enough to match the donations!)  

Entertainment was provided by Plank Road Band who played folk music thoughout the day.  103.9 The Fox promotions team was 
present as our second media sponsor.  Dave's Slow Food provided an assortment of food served by his staff and two girls dressed up as 
Disney princesses. Colonial Cafe was also in attendance with the Kitchen Sink truck and ice cream.  The ice cream was the center point 
of our dessert table which also featured desserts from the our restaurants at the Best of the St. Charles Foodie Fest.



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

Membership News

We’ve all heard the phrase “charity begins at home.”  In the case of our museum, we found 
that “generosity begins at home!”  This past year we have been blessed with two wonderful 
and very generous donations from people connected to our home town, St. Charles.  The 
first was a gift from Ralph and Ginny Minard, two long time residents who have both 
given so much to our city.  Among his other service endeavors, Ralph is a former board 
member of the museum.  Not content with simply donating the funds, Ralph asked that 
two dear friends and long time residents of St. Charles be honored--Bob Matson and 
Joan Arteberry-Zavitz.  A second gift came from the estate of the late Jane Peterson.  Miss 
Peterson was a long time resident and a life member of the museum.  Our thanks go out 
to these two families.  Their donations will go a long way toward helping us meet our 
goals of “preserving, protecting, and presenting” the history of St. Charles in new formats 
to reach ever increasing audiences.  Again, we sincerely thank these generous donors.

 - Kathy Brens, Past-President

Thank you for giving back


