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St. Charles Gives MORE
As we arrive into the holiday season we want to take sometime out to say how grateful we are to all of those who have given to 
the museum throughout the year.  Our donors financial support has allowed the Museum to succeed in its mission and grow in 
new ways. We continue to flourish in this undertaking by the redeveloping of our permanent exhibit, implementing a new plan 
to care for our collection, and offering new educational programs at the Museum.

Ways you can give back:
• Shop on Amazon using Amazon Smile which gives .5% back to the museum.

• Go to smile.amazon.com 
• Search for St. Charles Heritage Center 

• Participate in our "No Bake" Bake Sale for GivingTuesday.
• Visit our gift shop for all of your St. Charles gifting needs.
• Become a member or give the gift of a membership.
• Participate in one of our events
• Sponsor one or more museum event
• Create a legacy gift:

• Cash: Consider writing a check to support the museum today or placing funds in the 
museum endowment or the permanent exhibit.

• Wills, Bequests, and Trusts: A bequest to the museum through your will or trust 
provides a legacy to benefit future generations.

• Stock & Securities: Do you own long-term stocks that you are ready to sell and you 
also want to make a gift to the museum? You can transfer the stock directly to the 
museum. But, if you have stocks that have declined in value, it’s often smart to sell the 
stocks first, then donate the cash proceeds.

• Volunteer
• In-kind donations 
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Letter from the President 

 215 E. Main Street
           St. Charles IL, 60174

In my past experience in the corporate world, the end of the year seems to 
pass by quickly. The same can be said in the museum world. It's feels like 
we just completed our summer fundraising events, our board toured the 
Elgin History Museum as a group, the museum hosted a presentation about 
the McCornack family on their family history and their prior oil company 
business (the Texaco). The museum launched it's first Mystery History 
Food Crawl in partnership with St. Charles Park District and participating 
local restaurants. Staff and volunteers at the museum are completing the 
installation of the core exhibit all funded by the Grand Victoria Riverboat 
Grant, Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley and a gift from 
Ralph and Ginny Minard Trust.

We recently acquired three new board members: Steve Gibson (Education 
Committee), Barb Stilling (Fundraising Committee) and Helen Jiang 
(Finance Committee). All have prior committee or board experience 
with non- profit organizations. In addition, Brian Henry will be rejoining 
the St. Charles History Museum board effective January 2017. Brian has 
stayed connected with the museum on a committee level, and is a creative 
fundraising leader. In addition, Kathy Brens our past president has been 
elected to a board member emeritus status effective January 2017. Kathy is 
a solid mentor, leader and fundraiser for our organization. We are delighted 
with these organizational changes and look forward to their ongoing 
energetic support.

In early December, we will be celebrating our accomplishments with our  
staff, board, and volunteers holiday appreciation night a the museum. In 
total, 40 plus individuals volunteered their services on a regular basis this 
year. My appreciation and sincere thanks to all involved in making this a 
very productive year with new venues and greater community interaction.

On January 7th, we will be hosting our St. Charles History Museum annual 
meeting at 11am and is open to all members. An overview of 2016 activities, 
community relationships, board member introductions, financials, a 
membership statement, and introduction of our 2017 events calendar will 
be presented. The meeting will conclude with a reception and a highlight of 
new exhibits.

Happy Holiday's and don't forget to visit our gift store and museum, we are 
revisiting St.Charles history every day.

- Ed Klosowski- Board President



-Alison Costanzo, Executive Director
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Permanent Exhibit Update

A Word from the Director

As the first year of the first phase of the permanent exhibit project is coming to close and we would like to officially 
announce the title of the of the new permanent exhibit: The Makings of St. Charles. The exhibits title was inspired 
by the idea of how St. Charles was made and what were the components that have made up the community. St. 
Charles maps became a source of inspiration for the exhibit and were used throughout the design of the new 
content panels.  

In addition to this announcement, we would like to take a moment and thank Zack VerVynck. Zack began 
volunteering at the museum almost a year ago because of his love for Hotel Baker and Col. Baker. Shortly, after 
starting it was evident that Zack had a love of history however, he also proved to be a talented writer and graphic 
designer. Alison, our Executive Director approached Zack and ask if he would be willing to lend his talents to the 
project. Over the last six months Zack has volunteered his time, being the lead graphic designer and writer for the 
exhibit. It is because of Zacks wonderful talents that the we are able to compleate the first phase of this project in 
such a short amount of time. 

Hello Friends of the Museum-
It is hard to believe that I have been the Executive Director for almost two years now, and all the growth the 
museum has seen in such a short amount of time. This year has been filled with 
many changes for the museum, from our new programing to completing the first 
phase of the exhibit hall redesign. This year has been filled with many firsts for the 
museum, including the launch of our Saturday Speaker Series, three new special 
events, and new community partnerships. 

All that the museum has accomplished in the last two years is because of our many 
talented volunteers and Board. We are very fortunate to have so many that donate 
their time and skills to the museum on a regular bases. I am truly thankful for 
all that our volunteers do for the museum and I am excited to see our volunteer 
program grow.

As the holiday season and 2017 approaches, I look forward to see the museum continue to grow and change.  There 
are many plans for 2017 including the reorganization of the museums artifact collection, a temporary exhibit on the 
history of sports in St. Charles,  and the creation of new programs.   

Saturday Speaker Series: The Legacy of C.S. 
McCornack, Patrica McCornack Clarrissimeaux 

and family. 
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Collections News

Upcoming Events & Programs

Holiday Hot Spot
November 26th 12pm- 8pm

This year Donnie Wahlburg and Jennie 
McCarthy will be kicking off the Electric 

Light Parade as the parade Grand Marshalls. 
Join us during the Parade for a day of Face 

Painting, Plank Road Band, Cookies, Hot 
Cider, Crafts and all of your 

holiday gifts needs.

Annual Membership Meeting
January 7th, 2017  11am

Join us to hear about all the exciting 
activities that occured in 2016 and what 

is in store for 2017. 

The museum has been fortunate in the past two years to receive three grants and gifts totalling over $77,000 to be 
used to redsign our exhibit hall! Due to these windfalls, we have been able to implement many transformations, 
enabling us to tell the most accurate stories about St. Charles history.  As we continue to fine tune our exhibits and 
make other museum wide improvements we  will be shutting down from January 10th - 28th.

During this time some tasks we will be doing:
• Full cleaning of the basement which will include moving everything out, cleaning, 

organizing, determining condition of artifacts, adding new shelving, re-housing, and 
more.

• Installation of new carpet (donated by Allstate Insurance) in staff offices, hallway, and 
meeting room.

• Painting and restructuring the meeting room and offices.
• Cleaning in exhibit hall.
• Reorganizing and cleaning gift shop.
• Cleaning of all public spaces.

The museum is in need of help to ensure that these tasks are finished during these three 
weeks.  Staff and volunteers will be performing this much needed maintenance Tuesday - 
Saturday 10am - 4pm.  The museum is seeking volunteers grades sixth and up for shifts of a 
minimum of 2 hours or more. 

If you have some free time and are interested in helping during these three weeks, please contact the museum via 
e-mail, phone call or in person. 

January Shutdown
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Featured Article Written by Amanda Wolf
Curator & Marketing Coordinator

Why Pickles?
The St. Charles History Museum and The Downtown St. Charles Partnership (DSCP) have organized a "Pickle the Town 
Scavenger Hunt" in Downtown St. Charles in honor of Small Business Saturday, which takes place this year on Saturday, 
November 26th. 
Many have heard of the holiday tradition of German families hiding a pickle ornament 
on the Christmas tree and the first person to find it will get a prize or is allowed to 
open presents first. The funny thing is this has got to be one of the strangest modern 
Christmas customs and no one is quite sure why it exists at all! Some believe that in the 
1880s Woolworth stores started selling glass ornaments imported from Germany and 
some were in the shape of various fruit and vegetables. It seems that pickles must have 
been among the selection! However, the claim that it's an old German tradition seems 
to be a total myth! Not many people in Germany have even heard of the Christmas 
Pickle!

The St. Charles History Museum came up with the idea of using the "German 
Christmas tradition" of hiding a pickle ornament to tell the history of the pickle in St. 
Charles in a fun way.  

In the 1960s,  the trade organization Pickle Packers International (PPI)  
was just getting started. Their mission: to  promote pickles by sponsoring 
research, representing the pickle industry, and  producing educational 
materials.

PPI kept a relatively low profile until Bill Moore took over.  Bill “The Dill” 
Moore and Pickle  Packers International marketed St. Charles as the Pickle 
Capital of the World. However, it appears that the city’s designation was 
purely based on convenience and not pickle  production. The closest pickle  
manufacturer to St. Charles is located in Woodstock, IL.

Bill “The Dill” represented cucumber  growers and pickle packers which 
made getting pickles on people’s minds and into their stomachs easy.  His 
marketing strategy was to put pickles on everything and to associate pickles 
with as many aspects of life as possible. He used famous and  beautiful people 
to make the pickle more  appealing and mirrored social movements to 
inextricably link pickles with American life. 

During the 1960s, the Civil Rights Movement and the  Women’s Liberation 
Movement were at the forefront of many Americans  sociopolitical agendas. 
Both movements strove to achieve equal political, economic, cultural, 
personal, and social rights for all Americans. Thinking that pickles were a 
"downtrodden" vegetable, Bill “The Dill” jumped on the equality bandwagon 
and, as was his nature, injected a little humor into the situation. 

One thing Bill “The Dill” did very well was make pickles hip.  He created 
items such as pickle golf clubs, pickle phones, pickle purses, Miss Pickle 
Contests, and more.  These pickle items were sent as far as England to young 
Princes Harry and William. 

Under Bill’s tenure at Pickle Packers International, pickle consumption in the United States grew exponentially. Due in large 
part to the efforts of Bill and Pickle Packers International, Americans consume 5,200,000 pounds of pickles per year. 

We hope that you will participate in this fun family friendly activity and locate as many pickles around St. Charles.  



215 E. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60174

Volunteer News

In December of 2015, I graduated from Northern Illinois University with a degree in 
history. I became obsessed with history after I took my first college course and we used 
primary sources as a supplement to notes. Being able to read the letters, diary entries, 
or small excerpts from books helped me feel a connection to that time-period which 
made history incredibly more interesting. In that first class I found a true passion for 
what I wanted to do for the rest of my life.  I originally wanted to teach high school, but 
unfortunately realized that the history taught in the K-12 system was not the history I 
wanted to teach. Instead, I looked into a career in museums and became passionate about 
pursuing that kind of career. 

After six months of graduated life and many unanswered applications, I decided that I 
needed to gain experience in the museum world. One of my friends had heard about the 
programs here and so I contacted Alison in hopes of simply volunteering a day or two a 
week. Instead, I was offered an internship and it was one of the best decisions of my life. 
The main project I have been assigned is to reorganize the collections upstairs in order to 
make better sense of the space and locations of items. Though it is quite a large project, I 
am tackling it little by little to get to the big picture and enjoy every second of it. 

 - Amanda Helfers, Collections Intern

Meet Our Newest Intern


